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SERMON. 


REMEMBER  THE  DAYS  OF  OLD,  CONSIDER  THE  YEARS  OF  MANY  GENERATIONS: 
ASK  THY  FATHER  AND  HE  "WILL  SHOW  THEE;  THY  ELDERS,  AND  THEY  WILL  TELT, 
THEE.— Deut.  32:  7. 

TELL  YE  YOUR  CHILDREN  OF  IT,  AND  LET  YOUR  CHILDREN  TELL  THEIR  CHIL- 
DREN, AND  THEIR  CHILDREN  ANOTHER  GENERATION.— Joei,  1  :  3. 

• 

That  the  providential  dealings  of  God  with  his  creatures, 
his  mighty  works,  and  the  wonders  he  hath  wrought,  not  only 
among  nations  and  kingdoms  mighty  and  great,  in  gone  by 
centuries,  but  also  among  the  people  of  individual  townships, 
communities  and  churches,  should  be  recorded  and  occasional- 
ly rehearsed  in  the  hearing  of  the  people,  is  certainly  very 
proper,  and  should  we  not  add,  highly  important.  From  a  re- 
view of  the  past  we  may  learn  wisdom  for  the  future.  For  not 
only  is  it  true  that  "history  proclaims  universally  the  greatness 
of  the  Almighty,  his  power,  his  justice,  and  above  all,  the  ad- 
mirable wisdom  with  which  his  providence  governs  the  uni- 
verse," but  also  that  it  shows  to  man  his  dependence,  his  duties 
and  obligations,  and  what  particular  courses  under  any  given 
circumstances  it  were  the  part  of  wisdom  to  pursue.  Fspecially 
should  the  young,  who  are  soon  to  come  upon  the  stage  of 
public  life,'  and  to  occupy  stations  of  intluence,  authority  or 
trust,  listen  to  the  teachings  of  history.  Nor  should  they  fan- 
cy that  while  the  history  of  empires  and  states  is  important, 
the  history  of  smaller  communities,  or  of  single  townshijis,  can 
bo  of  no  avail.  It  is  well  to  knoAv  something  of  the  events 
that  have  transpired  in  our  own  immediate  vicinity,  as  well  as 
in  regions  far  remote  ;  of  matters  concerning  which  our  fathers 


can  mlorni  u^;,  as  well  as  of  events  recorded  by  historians  of 
former  ages. 

Hence  tlie  wisdom  of  tlie  direction  in  the  passages  of  Scrip- 
tme  which  I  liave  used  lor  a  text,  and  tience  also  that  language 
of  tlie  Psaijnist,  '-One  generation  shall  praise  thy  works  to  an- 
other, and  shall  declare  thy  mighty  acts."  And  how  frequent 
aie  historic  reminiscences  in  the  sacred  volume.  How  often 
do  the  l*atriarchs  recount  God's  dealings  with  them  and  their 
lathers.  And  see,  too,  Ijow  Moses  from  time  to  time  leads  back 
the  minds  of  his  people  to  the  events  of  former  years  ;  remind- 
ing them  not  only  of  the  promises  of  God  to  the  fathers,  but 
of  the  wonderful  manner  in  which  many  of  those  promises  had 
been  fulfilled.  Hear  him  tell  of  the  former  condition  of  Israel 
in  Egypt,  and  how  God  heard  their  groanings  and  remembered 
his  covenant,  and  brought  them  out  of  the  house  of  their  bond- 
age with  a  stretched  out  hand  and  with  a  mighty  arm.  In  like 
manner  Joshua,  emulating  the  example  of  Moses,  often  gave  to 
the  people  lessons  of  sacred  history.  So  also  Nehemiah  and 
Ezra  were  wont  to  use  history  as  a  means  of  instructing,  in- 
fluencing, reforming  or  controlling  the  people  for  whose  wel- 
fare they  labored  and  prayeJ.  If  we  look  into  the  New  Testa- 
ment, there  also  are  we  presented  with  much  of  history.  Al- 
lusions to  historic  facts  are  very  frequent,  both  by  our  Savior 
and  the  apostles  The  great  sermons  of  Peter  and  Stephen  are 
mainly  made  up  of  history.  Certainly,  then,  it  cannot  but  be 
right  and  proper,  that  important  items  of  history  should  be  gath- 
ered up  from  the  rubbish  of  by-gone  days,  carefully  recorded, 
and  on  suitable  occasions  rehearsed  in  the  hearing  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  stand  before  them  as  religious 
teachers. 

The  present,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  one  of  those  suitable  and 
fit  occasions.    This  day  our  Church  enters  upon  its  second  half 
'century.    This  then  is,  with  us,  a  semi-centenial  occasion. 
And  is  it  indeed  true  that  a  whole  half  century  of  the  exist- 


ence  of  this  Church  is  gone,  and  gone  forever  ?  In  the  estnna- 
tion  of  the  fathers  and  mothers  among  us,  who  can  well  re- 
member its  birth  day,  how  brief  the  period  !  In  what  quick 
succession  have  the  years,  one  after  another,  llitted  by,  till  all 
are  gone  !  How  short  to  some  the  time  appears  !  And  yet  it 
has  gone,  and  gone  forever  ;  and  with  it  the  great  majority, 
nay,  ahiiost  all,  of  those  who  at  the  beginning  of  this  period 
were  living  and  moving  as  members  and  pillars  in  society  here. 
A  few,  a  very  few  of  these,  however,  still  remain,  and  from 
their  lips  have  been  related  to  me  most  of  the  items  of  histor- 
ic interest,  which,  having  written  down,  I  propose  to  state  in 
your  hearing  this  day.  "  Tell  ye  your  children  of  it,  and  let 
your  children  tell  their  children,  and  their  children  another 
generation." 

One  hundred  years  ago,  this  town  and  all  this  region  of  coun- 
try was  a  waste  howling  wilderness.  Then  the  red  man  of  the 
forest  might  here  erect  his  wigwam,  pursue  his  game,  or  launch 
his  light  canoe  upon  our  ponds  or  lake,  with  no  fear  of  being 
molested  or  troubled  by  men  boasting  a  higher  degree  of  civil- 
ization ;  or  in  his  absence,  the  wild  bear,  the  deer,  and  the 
moose  might  roam  through  these  forests  unscared.  But  time 
rolls  on,  and  anon  new  visions  meet  the  eye.  The  sound  of 
the  axe  is  heard,  announcing  the  approach  of  civilized  men. 
The  red  man  retreats,  and  the  wild  beasts  retire.  The  thick 
forest  is  soon  converted  into  a  fruitful  field,  and  neat  and  come- 
ly dwellings  succeed  the  smoky  wigwam.  What  scenes 
transpired,  of  strife  and  bloody  conflict^  among  the  savages  who 
once  roamed  through  theso  forests  and  dwelt  upon  the  shores 
of  this  lake,  no  mortal  now  can  tell.  All  these,  if  ever  they 
occurred,  are  buried  in  oblivion.  But  we  have  to  do  with 
events  which  have  transpired  since  those  remoter  and  darker 
ages. 

From  all  that  we  can  gather,  it  seems  that  as  early  as  during 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  in  the  midst  of  the  Revolutionary 
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struggle,  the  road  was  commenced,  which  was  afterwards  ex- 
tended and  called  the  Hazen  road.  This  commencement  was 
made  by  Gen.  Bailey.*  In  1779,  this  oad  was  continued  and 
made  passable  fifty  miles  above  Peacham,  through  Cabot, 
Walden,  Hardwick,  Greensboro',  Craftsbury,  Albany  and  Low- 
ell, by  Gen.  Hazen,  who  then  came  to  Peacham  with  a  part  of 
his  regiment,  as  he  said  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  road 
previously  commenced  by  Gen.  Bailey,  that  an  army  might  be 
sent  through  for  the  reduction  of  Canada.  Upon  this  road 
were  erected,  at  different  points,  block  houses,  which  were  de- 
signed to  serve  as  forls.  One  of  these  was  in  this  town,  on 
the  western  side  of  our  beautiful  Caspian,  near  where  is  now 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Merrill  Williams.  This  road,  though  nev- 
er passed  over  by  any  great  army  for  the  reduction  of  Canada, 
was  nevertheless  opened,  not  in  vain.  To  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  the  hitherto  unoccupied  townships  lying  upon  its  course,  it 
was  of  essential  service. 

It  should  here  be  observed  that  though  we  cannot  speak  of 
Greensboro'  as  having  been  the  scene  of  any  great  battles,  or 
as  having  been  passed  over  by  any  thing  like  an  army,t  yet 
incidents  have  occurred  here  of  a  character  worthy  of  record. 
Do  all  your  children  know  that  in  Greensboro'  men  have  fallen 
by  savage  hands  ?  that  our  soil  has  been  enriched  by  revolu- 
tionary blood  ?  On  the  western  shore  of  our  lake  repose  the 
ashes  of  Bliss  and  Sleeper.  No  monument  has  ever  been  erect- 
ed sacred  to  their  memory,  and  the  traveler  passes  near  the 
:spot  without  being  reminded,  or  so  much  as  knowing  that  there 
oMco  fell,  nobly,  in  the  service  of  our  country,  two  of  her  wor- 
thy .sons.  These,  however,  were  not,  as  some  suppose,  of  Ha- 
/(Mi's  troops.    He,  it)  the  fall  of  the  same  year  in  which  the 

In  yr,i„  .-.•wrul  cmiMiiiis  iKloiiKiiit:  <  .,|.  i:, ,  -U  IN  ict:iuiciit  iiiaivlicd  Ihioii^li  lV;u  li;im  I.. 
•  aiiaihi.  !i|MMi  snow  ^l|.n-.  .-n  ii  Iiik-  rm.  in  1771.  Tlic  same  fprluK  (Jen.  Kaiicy  had  ordcr.s  t.. 
_  |H-n  a  load  fr-.tn  N.-Al.iiry  L.  St.  .(..Im-.  f..r  c.iixvi  in-  tvonjx  and  provisions  into  Canada.  lie 
l  ad  It  i  iii  fi..inN(  wl.ur.v  t-  m\  uuU^  uImac  iVailiani,  ulu  n  tiiv  new s  arrived  that  our  armv  had 
fotnrnvil  fn.nj  Canada,  and  llic  iiudcrtakin;.'  was  abandonn!. 

Ilf  wc  CMvpl  the  cnipanivx  of  r  .1.  Ik-cd.  l'^  rc  vinuiil ;  ami  whether  they  Pu-M  d  lhi<  uay  or 
not  ii  uueertain. 
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road  was  opened,  abandoned  all  his  block  houses,  except  one 
twelve  miles  this  side  of  Peacham,  probably  in  Walden,  which 
he  committed  to  a  sergeant's  guard,  and  marched  to  the  south. 
In  the  spring  of  1780,  Capt.  Aldrich  came  to  Peacham,  built  a 
small  picket  around  the  house  of  James  Bailey,  and  then  the 
block  house,  above  referred  to,  was  abandoned.  And  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  Capt.  Aldrich,  too,  marched  south,  leaving 
the  inhabitants  of  Peacham  and  vicinity,  scattered  as  they 
were,  and  few,  very  few  in  number,  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
On  the  following  March,  (1781,)  a  party  of  the  enemy  from 
Canada,  came  at  night  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Peacham,  and 
made  prisoners  of  Jacob  Page,  Col.  Johnson,  and  Col.  Elkiiis, 
then  a  youth.  During  the  following  summer.  Capt.  Nehemiah 
Loveland  was  stationed  with  his  company  at  Peacham.  In 
September,  he  sent  a  scout  of  four  men  up  the  Hazen  road. 
They  came  as  far  as  Greensboro',  and  while  here,  occupying 
1  the  block  house  above  referred  to,  in  an  unguarded  hour,  while 

at  a  little  distance  from  the  house,  were  attacked  by  a  party  of 
Indians  who  were  lying  in  ambush,  and  two  of  them, — Bliss 
and  Sleeper, — were  slain  and  scalped.  The  other  two  making 
no  resistance,  were  led  captive  to  Canada,  and  were  soon  pris- 
oners with  Col.  Elkins  in  Quebec. 

It  was  not  till  several  years  after  this  that  attempts  were 
made  for  permanent  settlements  here  ;  for,  although  the  town- 
ship was,  in  November,  1780,  granted,  and  on  the  20th  of  Au- 
gust, 1781,  chartered  to  Harris  Colt,*  and  sixty-six  associates, 
yet  it  is  not  known  that  white  men  for  years  subsequently  of- 
ten visited  this  wilderness  save  in  the  capacity  of  huntsmen. 
"  The  mighty  hunter,"  Lyford,  spent  much  time  in  this  vicin- 
ity, having  his  camps  at  different  points  upon  the  shores  of  our 
lake,  and  the  precise  location  of  some  of  them  can  be  pointed 
out  to  the  visitor  at  this  day,  Avhere  moose  bonesf  and  charcoal 

*From  whom  the  town  was  at  first  called  "  Coltskill."   The  name  was  afterwards  changed  to 
"Greensboro',"  iu honor  of  Mr.  Green,  another  of  the  proprietors,  and  as  being  more  euphonic. 

tMoose  were  formerly  very  abundant  in  these  forests.   An  aged  friend  remembers  that  twenty- 
three  were  taken  in  Miudcu  during  the  winter  of  1790,  principally  by  hunters  from  Cabot. 
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are  found  in  considerable  quantities.  Near  one  of  these  spots, 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Lincohi,  is  a  spring  of  water 
which  still  bears  the  name  of  the  "  Lyfrrd  spring." 

It  was  in  one  of  these  Lyford  camps,  that  in  the  year  1787, 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Tolman  and  Wood  found  shelter  as  they  spent 
three  days  in  this  wilderness,  encamping  upon  the  shore  of  our 
lake,  and  offering  fervent  and  earnest  prayer  to  God  for  the 
future  inhabitants  of  the  place,  that  they  might  be  a  people 
virtuous  and  pious  and  blessed  of  the  Lord.  Thus  was  this 
soil  consecrated,  and  Jehovah  invoked  to  be  the  God  of  those 
who  should  afterwards  inhabit  here  ;  while  as  yet  not  a  single 
building  was  erected,  not  a  field  cleared,  and  while  not  a  single 
human  being  could  say,  this  is  my  home.  In  December  of  the 
following  year.  (1788,)  was  held,  at  Cabot,  a  meeting  of  the 
proprietors  of  Greensboro',  in  atttempting  to  attend  which,  one 
of  them  —  Timothy  Stanley,  —  lost  a  portion  of  his  foot  by 
frost.  No  surgical  instruments  being  at  hand,  his  toes  and  the 
lower  part  of  his  foot  were  removed  1)y  means  of  a  mallet  and 
chisel,  and  that  too  q  lite  successfully. 

During  the  following  spring,  settlements  were  commenced 
in  Greensboro'.  From  Newbury,  then  called  Coos,  came  hith- 
er, sixty-five  years  ago  last  spring,  Messrs.  Ashbel  and  Aaron 
Shepard  with  their  families.  In  coming  from  Cabot,  the  wo- 
men had  to  proceed  on  foot,  and  all  the  furnilunj  belonging  to 
the  two  families  was  drawn  oji  three  hand  sleds.  The  fami- 
lies consisted  of  five  persons, ^viz :  Ashbel  Shepard  and  wife, 
and  Aaron  Shepard  and  wifn  and  one  child.  Ashbel  commenc- 
%  v<\  on  what  is  at  present  known  as  the  "  Rand  farm,  '  now  oc- 
ciipi(»d  by  Mr.  Guilford.  Aaron  went  inio  the  block  lionso 
formorly  designed  as  a  fort,  and  occupied  by  the  scouting  party, 
two  of  whom  were  slain  by  the  Indians.  ^ 

Hut  August,  Mr  Aaron  vSh(3])aid  with  his  family  returned 
,to  Newbury,  leavini;  his  brother  Ashbel  and  wifo  through  the 

'Tln>  lntli:ui<>  iliil  not  fiiiir.lv  f-nc;,  (,,.  i  lir<-o  pnrl-.  till  ;tft.  r  m  il  Nnnjit  •  li.i.i  1.' .  ii  r-.tuincncod 


winter  as  the  sole  inhabitants  of  the  town  ;  during  which  time 
their  nearest  neighbors  were  the  families  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Webster  in  Cabot,  and  Mr.  Nathan  Cutler  in  Minden,  (now 
Crafisbury,)  six  miles  north,  where  is  now  the  red  house  at 
Craftsbury  east  hill,  occupied  by  Mr.  Harriman.  At  the  same 
time,  Col.  Crafts  and  Mr.  Trumbell  having  for  the  winter  left 
Minden,  the  Cutler  family  was  the  only  family  in  that  town  ;  . 
and  the  two  constituted,  for  a  time,  the  entire  population  with- 
in the  present  limits  of  Orleans  County.  During  that  dreary 
and  lonely  winter,  Mr.  Shepard  brought  all  his  grain  from 
Newbury,  a  distance  of  more  than  fifiy  miles,  sixteen  miles  of 
which  he  drew  it  on  a  hand  sled"  upon  snow  four  or  five  feet 
deep.  In  the  same  manner  also,  he  drew  hay  for  the  support 
of  his  cow,  from  a  beaver  meadow  of  wild  grass,  three  miles 
distant.  During  this  season  of  loneliness,  the  two  families  in 
Greensboro'  and  Minden  were  cheered  by  an  arrival,  not  of  the 
cars,  nor  of  a  stage  coach,  nor  yet  of  a  chaise,  wagon  or  sleigh, 
but  of  a  hand  sled,  drawn  by  three  cheerly  young  men,  and 
bearing  upon  it  a  precious  burden, — a  healthful,  comely  girl  of 
not  quite  fourteen  years.  Her  name  was  Mary  G6rould.  She 
was  a  step-daughter  of  Mr.  Culler,  of  Minden.  From  Stur- 
bridge,  Mass.,  where  a  year  before  she  was  left  by  her  parents 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  school,  she  was,  in  January,  1790, 
brought  on  her  way  by  Col.  Joseph  Scott,  as  far  as  R^egate,  Vt. 
Having  been  detained  some  two  weeks  at  Ryegate,  at\the 
house  of  Squire  Page,  she  was  by  him  conveyed  to  the  hoilse-ci^l 
of  Dea.  Elkins  in  Peacham.  After  a  delay  there  of  another 
two  weeks,  she  was  enabled  to  advance  a  little  further.  Hon. 
Aaron  Robinson,  of  Bennington,  brought  her  to  the  house  of 
Squire  L^vensworth,  in  Dewey's  Gore,  which  now  constitutes 
parts  of  Danville  and  Peacham.  There  she  was  subjected  to 
another  delay  of  ten  days,  when  she  came  on  horseback  to  the 
house  of  Leftenant  Lyford,  on  Cabot  plain.    Next  morning, 

she  proceeded,  as  before  described,  towards  Minden,  drawn  by 
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Jesse  Levciisworlli,  Josiah  Elkins,  and  Obed  Cutler,  a  son  of 
her  step-father.  The  party  readied  the  house  of  Mr.  Shepard, 
the  only  house  between  Cabot  and  Minden^  about  noon.  •  It 
hardly  nt  ed  be  said  that  Mrs.  Shepasd,  in  the  absence  of  her 
husband  for  a  hand  sled  load  of  liay,  gave  them  a  hearty  greet- 
ing, and  as  comfortable  a  dinner  as  circumstances  would  allow. 
Cheered  and  refreshed,  ilie  party  proceeded  on  their  way,  and 
just  as  the  sun  was  going  down,  reached  the  house  of  the  pa- 
rents of  Obed  Culler  and  Mary  Gerould.  For  months  previ- 
ous to  this,  no  female  had  been  seen  by  Mrs.  Shepard  or  Mrs. 
Culler.  Who  can  express  the  joy  of  that  mother,  after  such  a 
season  of  loneliness,  ai  such  an  arrival  ? — the  arrival  not  only 
of  a  fellow  crcaturt of  her  own  sex,  but  of  a  tender  and  affec- 
tionate daughlar.  And  who  can  describe  the  emotions  which 
stirred  the  bosofh  of  that  young  female,  after  a  dreary  and 
lonely  journey  of  weeks  among  strangers,  and  where  much  of 
way  humaji  dwellings  could  not  be  seen  for  miles,  on  be- 
^  ing  permilfed,  in  this  wilderness,  to  behold  the  face  and  to  re^ 
ceivc  the-warm  kisses  of  her  own  affectionate  mother.  Those 
families  have  long  since  passed  away,  but  that  daughter  still 
Hves.  She  is  even  now  among  us,  as  one  of  us,  and  known 
among  our  children  and  youth  by  the  endearing  appellation, 


bor,  Mrs.  Shepard,  making  the  trip  with  her  best  carriage,  the 
hand  sled  ;  and  with  her  she  remained  some  little  time.  Dur- 
ing this  visit,  on  the  25th  of  March,  1790,  Mrs.  Shepard  be- 
came the  joyful  mother  of  the  first  white  child  ever  born  in 
Crcensboro',  and  probably  within  the  present  limits  of  Orleans 
County,  viz  :  William  Scott  Shepard,  who  is  supposed  to  be 
now  li villi;  ill  Souihj)ort,  Wis.  To  him  the  proprietors  voted 
oiu;  luiiidied  acres  of  land, — the  land,  I  am  told,  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Mr.  William  B.  Sawyer. 


^^llA^"DMAAM  Stanley. 
t»  ft»it  to  return.    About  the  middle  of  March,  Mrs.  Cutler, 
prompted  by  a  sense  of  duty  as  well  as  desire,  visited  her  neigh- 
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About  this  time,  Mr.  Aaron  Shepard  and  family,  who  had 
left  town  the  summer  previous,  returned,  and  with  them  Mr. 
Horace  Shepard  and  family,  who  began  on  what  has  since  been 
called  "  the  Ring  farm,"  lying  on  the  road  leading  from  Mr. 
Williams'  to  Mr.  Cook's.  Thus  were  there  in  town  three  fam- 
ilies instead  of  one.  At  or  near  the  time  of  the  coming  of 
these  families,  came  also, — some  of  the  way,  it  is  said,  on  foot, 
or  otherwise  upon  a  hand  sled, — Miss  Susan  Shepard,*  a  sister 
of  the  three  brothers,  to  reside  in  the  family  of  Ashbel  Shep- 
ard, as  helper  and  nurse. 

The  same  year  also,  came  Timothy  Stanley,  and  erected,  near 
the  outlet  of  our  Lake,  a  saw-mill,~the  first  mill  of  any  de- 
scription ever  erected  in  this  town,  and,  unless  we  make  an  ex- 
ception of  the  saw-mill  built  by  Col.  Crafts  in  Minden,  the 
first  within  the  presont  limits  of  Orleans  County.  Soon  came 
also  Mr.  Joseph  Stanley,  in  the  capacity  of  blacksmith,  and 
pol.up  a  shop;  and  during  the  following  year,  (1791,)  arrived 
Mr.  Jrohn  Law,  Dea.  Peleg  Hill,  Peleg  Hill,  Jr.,  and  James  Hill^ 
and  their  families,  and  probably  some  others  ;  about  which  time 
a  grist-mill  was  erected  by  Timothy  Stanley,  who,  early  in  the 
following  year,  (1792,)  was  married  to  Miss  Eunice  Hunting- 
ton, of  Shaftsbury,  whom  he  brought  hither,  having  previously 
built  a  log  house  near  the  spot  where  now  stands  the  house  of 
Mr.  Ingalls.  Quite  a  number  of  families  were  now  fairly  set- 
tled here,  and  on  the  29th  of  March,  1793,  the  town  was  or- 
ganized, the  first  town  meeting  being  held  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Ashbel  Shepard, 

The  precise  time  of  the  arrival  of  each  of  the  first  settlers. 
It  is  difficult  to  ascertain.  But  we  now  fall  upon  another  item 
of  history,  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  ascertain  pretty  nearly 
who  were  the  dwellers  here  in  1793.  That  year,  on  the  25th 
day  of  July,  in  a  frame  house  standing  where  is  now  Major 
Waterman's  garden,  was  a  wedding,-=!rthe  first  in  all  this  sec- 

Afterwards  the  wife  of  Col.  Levi  Steven?. 
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tioii  of  cuiniiry.  Mr.  Joseph  Stanley,  of  Gieeiisboio',  and  Miss 
Mary  GeroulH,  of  Craftsbury,  were  then  and  there  duly  joined 
in  marriage,  by  Timoihy  Stanley,  Esq  As  there  was  nomin- 
isior  or  qnalified  justice  in  Craftsbury.  and  as  the  couple  were 
10  reside  in  Greensboro',  it  was  arraitged  hat  thr  wadding  din- 
ner should  be  at  Oaftsbury  ;  after  which  the  panies,  upon 
horses  which  for  the  occasion  had  been  procured  at  Peacham, 
proceeded  to  Gieeusboro'  for  ihe  marriage  ceremony.  To  this 
wedding  all  the  itdiabiiants  of  the'  town  were  mvited,  and  it 
is  believed,  with  the  exception  of  fivo  adults  ar.d  a  few  chil- 
dren, attended.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  who  lived  near  Crafts- 
bury,  and  Ashbel  Shepard  and  Levi  Stevens,  who  had  gone  to 
Newbury  to  obtain  provisions,  and  also  Mrs.  Vance,  failed  of 
being  preseiit.  But  there  were  present,  as  remembered  by  Mrs. 
Stanley,  Dea.  Peleg  Hill,  Peleg  Hill,  Jr.,  and  James  Hill  and 
their  wives,  Mr.  John  Law  and  wife,  Capt.  David  Stone  and 
wife,  Capt.  Timothy  Hinman  and  family,  Mr.  Silas  Davidson 
and  wife,  Mr.  Aaron  Shepard  and  wife,  Mr.  Horace  Shepard 
and  wife,  Timothy  Stanley,  Esq.,  and  wife,  Mr.  David  Vance, 
Mrs.  Ashbel  Shepard,  and  Mrs.  Levi  Stevens,  and  perhaps  some 
children.  After  the  marriage  ceremony  at  the  house  of  the 
groom,  the  wedding  supper  was  served  up  in  good  style,  out  of 
doors,  in  front  of  Judge  Stanley's  log  house.  This  newly  mar- 
ried couple  constituted  the  fifteenth  family  in  Greensboro'.* 

From  this  period,  new  settlers  were  from  time  to  time  com- 
ing in,  and  new  roads  were  being  opened,  and  fruitful  fields 
began  to  multiply.  According  to  Mr.  Thompson,  there  were 
in  the  town,  in  1795,  twenty-three  families  and  108  persons. 
These  were  probably  the  families  of  the  three  Shepards,  the 
three  Hills,  the  two  Stanleys,  Col.  Levi  Stevens,  who  began 
upon  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  C,  B.  Field  ; 
Mr.  David  Vance,  who  first  began  a  little  north  of  where  Mr. 

•Till-  »<  c<iinl  «C(l<liiiK  ill  town,  was  that  of  Mr.  Samuel  Stevens,  of  Ilardwick,  ami  Ml?g  Tuali 
Milli  ii,  •»(  <.riPii«boro',  at  the  hon-'- <.r  Capt.  l»a\idSl<»nc.   Tlie  l»ritlo  was  iv  .-istcr  of  Mrs.  Stom-. 
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J.  C.  Ellsworth  now  lives,  but  soon  succeeded  Mr.  Silas  David- 
son, where  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  now  resides  ;  Mr.  Jonathan  Nay, 
where  Mr.  Obediah  Glines  now  lives  ;  Mr.  John  Law,  south  of 
the  present  Field  place  ;  Capt.  David  Stone,  where  Mr.  Com- 
ings now  lives  ;  Mr.  John  Carpenter,  on  the  present  Barkley 
place  ;  Capt.  Timothy  Hinnian,  on  the  O.  W.  Ellsworth  farm  ; 
Mr.  Amos  Smith,  where  now  lives  Mr.  Amos  Kate  ;  Mr,  Amos 
Dodge,  where  Mr.  Samuel  Miller  now  lives  ;  Mr.  Ichabod  Dag- 
get,  above  the  north  school  house  ;  Mr.  Jonathan  Pettengill, 
where  Mr.  Macomber  now  lives ;  Thomas  Tolman,  E5q.,y*^n 
the  A.  W.  Williams  farm,  west  of  the  Caspian  ;  Ahahel  Ger- 
ould,  where  Mr.  Whitelaw  now  lives;  Josiah  Elkins,  on  the 
present  Lincoln  farm;  and  Mr.  Obed  Cutler,  on  what  is  still 
known  as  the  Cutler  place. 

Soon  other  names  began  to  be  known  among  the  settlers. 
In  1796  came  Mr.  Walton  as  miller,  and  lived  in  the  mill 
house.  In  1797  came  Dr.  Samuel  Huntington  and  commenced 
where  Dea.  Caker  now  lives  ;  near  the  same  time,  also,  Mr. 
Salmon  Elkins,  and  commenced  where  now  lives  Mr.  Matthew 
Marshall,  and,  also,  Mr.  Amos  Blanchard,  where  now  lives  Mr. 
II.  S.  Tolman.  In  1798  came  John  Ellsworth,  Esq.,  and  com- 
menced on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Lumsden.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1799,  came  Mr.  Aaron  Farnham,  and  commenced  near 
where  Mr.  McLaren  now  lives,  and  in  February  of  the  same 
year,  Mr.  Willard  Lincoln,  who  succeeded  Josiah  Elkins,  on 
the  farm  where  W^m.  W.  Lincoln  now  lives.  In  1800  Messrs. 
Hale  &  Strong,  succeeded  Capt.  Hinman,  who  had  previously 
removed  to  Derby.  In  March  1801,  Mr.  John  Lav/  having 
some  tiine  previously  removed  from  his  original  pitch,  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Charles  Cook,  on  the  farm  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  son  Charles  Cook,  Esq.  During  that  or  the 
following  year  came  Asahel  Washburn.  His  house  stood 
upon  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  dwelling  of  Jabez 
Pinney,  Esq. 
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About  these  years  began  also  other  settlers,  among  whom 
are  remembered,  Capt.  Marvin  Grow,  afterwards  Elder  Grow, 
where  Mr.  Young  now  lives ;  Mr.  Aaron  Rice,  where  Mr. 
Whipple  Rice  now  lives ;  Mr.  Seth  Eady,  near  the  present 
residence  of  Mr.  George  Miller ;  Mr.  Jacob  Babbitt;  on  what 
till  recently  has  been  known  as  the  Babbitt-  Farm  ;  Mr.  James 
Rollins,  who  succeeded  Nathaniel  Johnson,  on  the  place  where 
Mr.  David  Rollins  now  lives ;  Capt.  George  Risley,  at  the 
Woodmansee  place,  recently  occupied  by  John  Sawyer,  Esq ; 
Mr.  Phipps,  where  Mr.  Johnj(S^^Sc  now  lives ;  Mr.  Elnathan 
Gates,  where  Mr.  Jofv^^^CSt  now  lives ;  Mr.  Peter  Randall, 
on  the  place  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  John  Wilson  ; 
Mr.  Moses  K.  Haines,  on  what  is  still  called  the  flaines  Farm, 
near  to  which  soon  came  his  father,  Mr.  Matthias  Haines  and 
family.  Very  likely  other  settlers  came  during  these  same 
years,  whose  names  have  not  occurred  to  those  of  whom  I 
have  made  enquiry. 

Of  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  those  etrly  days  we 
have  not  now  time  to  speak.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  popu- 
lation has  continued  gradually  to  increase,  *  public  roads  have 
been  to  a  sufficient  extent  multiplied,  f  good  order  has  in  the 
general  been  sustained,  the  morals  of  the  people  to  a  great  ex- 
lent  preserved  and  general  health,  and  in  some  instances,  length 
of  days,  enjoyed  J 

The  subject  of  education  has  not  been  entirely  neglected. 
In  the  summer  of  1794,  in  Aaron  Shepard'a  barn,  was  gathered 
the  first  school  ever  taught  in  Greensboro'.  The  teacher  was 
Miss  Anna  Hill,  uho  also  taught  -  the  following  summer  in 
the  barn  of  Mr.  Ashbcl  Shepard.  In  the  same  place  soon  after 
Miss  Emma  Stoddard  taught  a  school.    The  third  teacher  ever 

•  The  populatioD  In  1930  waa  734;  in  19i0,  863;  and  in  1850,  1008. 

I  Tlip  flr.-l  road  lai<l  through  tho  tou  n  aft' r  i;  ■  si  ltk>nu  nt  was  tlic  oUl  road  to  (Jlovcr,  j^omc- 
tiaus  called  the  Norton  Uoad. 

<|Mr.  Hii'h.  *ho  died  Marcli  15,  1815,  is  (supposed  tolnvc  readied  within  a  fcwweek.*  of  lloyears 
of  afv.  Next  to  him  in  nxe  -liuuld  i^^.  I'l-  titioned  Mrs.  Susan  Corli?,  who  died  October  4th,  1850, 
aged  \W  i  ears  and  la  daye. 


15 


employed  in  town  was  Miss  Jane  Jolinson,  who  occnpied  the 
first  school  house  ever  built  in  Greensboro', — and  afterwards  de- 
stroyed by  fire, — which  stood  on  the  eminence  between  Mr.  O. 
W.  Ellsworth's  and  Mr.  Josiah  Hale's.  From  these  small 
beginnings,  schools  have  multiplied  so  that  mstead  of  one  or 
two,  we  now  have  fifteen  districts,  in  most  of  which  are  schools 
both  summer  and  winter. 

Religious  organizations  have  been  multiplied  to  a  sufficient 
extent,  but  we  regret  to  say  are  not  all  well  sustained.  Since  the 
organization  of  this  church  in  1804,  there  have  been  formed  in 
town  a  Baptist  Church,  Episcopal  Methodisi,  Protestant  Meth- 
odist and  Wesleyan  Churches,  a  Universalist  Society  and  an. 
Associate  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Baptist  Church  organ- 
ized at  an  early  date,  was  once  somewhat  large  and  for  a  time 
seemed  prosperous.  They  first  enjoyed  for  a  season  the  min- 
isterial labors  of  Elder  Mason,  of  Craftsbury,  and  afterwards 
of  Elder  Marvin  Grow,  who  was  their  regularly  ordained  pas- 
tor. But  of  that  church  there  is  at  present  almost  nothing  re- 
maining. Many  once  connected  with  it  removed  their  relation 
to  the  church  in  Hardwick  ;  but  in  this  town,  its  organization 
has  long  since  ceased  to  be  maintained.  We  are  sorry  to  ob- 
serve also  that  the  Methodist  Churches  are  in  a  low  condition, 
and  maintain  preaching  but  a  small  part  of  the  time.  The 
Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  January  13,  1845,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  John  Taylor.  It  at  first  consisted  of  twenty 
members.  On  the  day  of  organization,  James  Esden,  Sen., 
George  Smith  and  John  Taylor,  were  chosen  elders.  Their 
neat  and  comely  house  of  worship  was  finished  in  1850,  and 
dedicated  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bullion.  About  the  first  of  October,  of 
the  same  year,  their  present  pastor.  Rev.  Gawn  Campbell,  was 
installed,  having  received  a  call  during  the  previous  D3cember. 
Prior  to  Mr.  Campbell's  settlement,  during  the  months  of  June, 
July  and  August,  1850,  Rev.  Mr.  Chapin  being  unable  to  labor, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  occupied  the  Congregational  house. 
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the  Congregational  people  worshipping  with  them ;  during 
which  time  they  were  favored  with  the  ministerial  labors  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Fairley.  Since  Mr.  Campbell's  settlement,  his  pepple 
have  been  favored  with  general  prosperity,  and  not  a  few  have 
been  added  to  the  church,  which  now  contains  nearly  eighty 
members. 

Had  we  time  we  might  speak  of  our  pleasant  little  village, 
of  its  different  merchants,  mechanics  and  professional  men,  of 
the  changes  which  have  from  time  to  time  taken  place,  and 
especially  of  the  conflagrations  by  which  large  business  estab- 
lishments have  been  laid  in  ashes ;  in  one  of  which,  on  the 
9th  of  August  1831,  were  destroyed  the  Town  Records,  on 
account  of  which  is  greatly  increased  the  difficulty  of  my 
attaining  to  that  accuracy  which  I  would,  in  my  present  under- 
taking. And  it  would  be  well,  had  we  time,  to  speak  a  little 
of  the  natural  features  and  scenery  and  curiosities  of  our  town 
and  vicinity,  of  our  beautiful  ponds  and  our  more  beautiful  lake, 
and  especially  would  the  children  be  interested  to  hear  us  tell 
how,  on  the  6th  day  of  June  1810,  one  of  the  great  ponds, 
lying  partly  in  this  town,  but  mostly  in  Glover,  burst  its  bounds 
and  ran  awoy,  sweeping  oft'  every  thing  in  its  course  ;  refusing 
longer  to  empty  its  waters  through  a  small  channel  into  the 
Lamoille,  but  giving  all,  as  it  were  at  once,  to  the  Memphrema- 
gog,  through  Barton  River.  And  had  we  time  it  would  be  in- 
teresting to  hear  the  fathers  and  mothers  tell,  in  what  families 
and  ill  what  forms  Death  first  began  to  multiply  its  vicmns 
here  ;  and  how  with  sad  hearts  the  tew  inhabitants  assembled 
to  cornniit  to  th(?  dust  the  remains  of  tlie  first  adult  person  who 
was  hy  death  removed  from  their  numbers,  viz  .  Mrs.  Hill,  wife 
of  I)ea.  Pele;^  Hill.'  And  it  would  be  interesting,  as  well  as 
sad,  to  hear  ihetn  describe  the  scenes  of  suflering  and  sorrow 
through  winch  tliey  [)a8>cd  during  the  year  of  180:i.  when  of 
!<eveii  families,  foiirieen  persons  were  suddenly  removed  Irom 

•  U  r  nmaiu-  iiiii         ui-yn  the  f.uio  '.-f  litr  vriuul-ov.  T:in.;v-1  H'H,  r-i|. 
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earth  by  Dysentery  :*  and  how,  when  that  disease  had  abated, 
small  pox  was  introduced,  occasioning  much  suffering,  and  of 
which  two  or  three  children  died.f  But  of  none  of  these 
things  have  we  time  now  to  speak,  but  having  just  alluded  to 
them,  we  would  say,  "Ask  thy  fathers  and  they  will  show  thee, 
thy  elders  and  they  will  tell  thee."  And  to  the  elders  I  would 
say,  "Tell  ye  your  children  of  it,  and  let  your  children  tell 
their  children,  and  their  children  another  generation." 

We  come  now  to  notice  more  particularly,  and  yet  as  briefly 
as  may  be,  the  history  of  the  church  upon  whose  fiftieth  anni- 
versary we  are  this  day  fallen.  But  first,  let  us  here  remark 
that  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  town  until  the  present 
hour,  God  has  ever  had  a  church  in  it.  True,  there  was  at 
first,  and  for  many  years,  no  regularly  organized  Christian  body  ; 
but,  with  gratitude  would  we  say  it,  the  fathers  of  this  town 
were  Christian  men  From  the  time  when  those  ministers  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  encamping  upon  this  Lake  shore,  poured  forth 
prayer  to  God  for  the  future  settlers  here,  and  pronoiuiced,  as  it 
were,  a  benediction  upon  this  soil,  and  reared  here  an  altar  unto 
the  Lord ;  this  township  has,  by  the  great  hearer  of  prayer,  ev- 
er been  held  in  kind  remembrance.  From  the  log  cabin  of 
Ashbel  Shepard,  prayer  and  praise  ascended  as  sweet  incerjse 
before  Jehovah's  throne.  When  a  few  families  had  settled 
here,  Ashbel  Shepard  and  Dea.  Hill  were  wont  to  assemble  the 
people  upon  the  Sabbath,  and  at  other  times,  for  divine  wor- 
ship. At  private  dwellings  at  first,  and  afterwards  in  school 
houses,  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  Greensboro'  were  accustom- 
ed to  meet  and  worship,  long  before  this  church  was  organized, 
generally  without,  but  once  in  a  great  while  with,  the  aid  of  a 
minister.    The  first  of  these  ministers,  remembered  by  an  aged 

*These  were  the  wife  and  three  children  of  Col.  Levi  Stevens,  three  children  of  Wm.  Sanl)orii, 
two  of  Timothy  Stanley,  two  of  Joseph  Stanley,  one  of  Capt.  David  Stone,  one  of  ('apt.  .lames 
Andrew,  and  one  of  Stephen  Adams.  Mrs.  Stevens  was  the  second  adult  who  dioil  nnvuiu  the 
settlers. 

t  Children  of  James  Hill  and  Jonathan  Nav. 
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sister  of  the  cliurch,  was  Rev.  Mr.  Sparhawk,  of  Worcester 
County,  Mass.  Another  remembeis  Rev.  Mr.  Strong,  of  Con- 
necticut. But  still  here  was  no  regular  organization,  no  reg- 
ular church,  no  administration  of  the  ordinances,  no  power  of 
church  discipline,  and  there  were  no  seasons  of  communion. 
Our  pious  fathers  and  mothers,  perceiving  the  inconvenience 
and  the  wrong  of  all  this,  resolved  upon  becoming  a  regularly 
organized  christian  body. 

Accordingly,  on  the  24ih  of  November,  1804,  just  fifty  years 
ago  this  day,  in  the  store  chamber  of  Messrs.  Hale  60  Strong, 
twenty-one  persons,  hopefully  pious,  of  whom  nine  were  males 
and  twelve  lemales,  convened  for  'Jie  purpose  of  being  organ- 
ized into  a  Christian  Church.  With  them  were  present,  at 
their  request,  Rev.  Leonard  Worcester,  of  Poacham,  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Collins,  of  Craftsbury,  and  Elder  Amos  Tuttle,  of  Hard- 
wick,  and  other  Christian  friends,  members  of  Congregational 
and  Baptist  Churches  out  of  town,  to  witness  the  solemn  busi- 
ness about  to  be  transacted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Worcester  offered  a  solemn  and  pertinent  prayer. 
Then  in  the  presence  of  these  witnesses,  the  individuals  who 
were  to  constitntc  the  Church  of  Greensboro',  gave  to  each 
other  some  account  of  their  religious  experience,  and  the  rea- 
sons of  the  hope  that  was  in  them  ;  after  which  they  were 
banded  together  ii.  a  Christian  form  as  a  Church  of  Christ. 
Tiie  names  of  the  persons  that  day  organized  into  a  Church 
were  :  Seth  Eddy,  Ashbel  Shepard,  William  Sanborn,  Matthias 
Haines,  John  Phips,  Ephraim  Strong,  William  Sherburne, 
George  Ri^iley,  David  Johnson,  Zilpha  Ring,  Sarah  Haines, 
Elizabeth  Eddy,  Dorothy  Lincoln,  Elizabeth  Sanborn,  Sally 
Ellsworth,  Clarissa  Strong,  Peggy  Sherburne,  Mary  Gales,  Ab- 
igail Haines,  Rebecca  Haines  and  Sally  Johnson. 

On  the  same  day,  this  little  band  made  choice  of  Ashbel 
'  Shepard  as  moderator,  Ephraim  Strong,  clerk,  and  Seth  Eddy 
as  deacon. 
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The  next  day,  which  was  the  Sabbath,  Rev.  Leonard  Wor- 
cester being  present,  the  Church  publicly  assented  to  their  ar- 
ticles of  faith, — the  very  sanie  still  in  use, — and  took  upon 
themselves  the  covenant,  and  were,  by  Mr.  Worcester,  declared 
to  be  "  a  regularly  organized  Christian  Church." 

To  this  little  band,  others  were  soon  added.  In  June,  1805, 
George  Risley,  Jr.,  was  received  ;  and  in  April,  Asahel  Wash- 
burn ;  and  before  the  close  of  the  year,  Horace  Risley,  Mary 
Shepard,  Abigail  Chamberiin,  Israel  Bill,  Elizabeth  Nay,  Aaron 
Farnham,  Florilla  Farnham,  Peter  Farnham,  Catherine  Farn- 
ham,  Betsey  Parmelee,  Mary  Bill,  Sally  Libbe,  Obed  Cutler  and 
Azubah  Culler, — making  the  wliple  number,  up  to  the  close  of 
the  year  1805,  40  persons. 

Tnen  followed,  it  would  seem,  a  season  of  darkness  ;  for 
from  the  records  it  does  not  appear  that  another  name  was  add- 
ed to  the  list  of  members  till  September,  1809,  a  period  of  ihrer 
years  and  eight  months.  But  it  should  be  noticed  with  grati- 
tude that  most  of  the  years  that  have  since  then  rolled  away, 
have  witnessed  at  least  some  accessions  to  this  band  of  profess- 
ed believers.  I^he  greatest  numbers,  however,  were  received 
during  the  years  1810,  1817,  1831,  1840,  1851,  and  1854,  dur- 
ing which  years,  respectively,  were  received,  19,  57,  29,  17,  35, 
and  23  persons  ;  making  a  total  for  these  six  years  of  180. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  the  whole  list  of  names 
upon  the  catalogue  of  the  Church,  from  the  time  of  its  organ- 
ization up  to  the  present  date,  numbers  320.  But  of  these,. a 
very  few  liave  been  twice  recorded,  the  persons  having  been 
either  dismissed  or  excommunicated  and  afterwards  received  a 
second  time. 

Dividing  the  half  century  into  periods  of  ten  years  each,  it 
may  be  observed,  that  during  the  first  ten  years,  84  names  ap- 
peared upon  the  Church  list ;  during  the  second  ten  years,  75  ; 
the  third,  54;  the  fourth,  37  ;  the  fifth  and  last,  70.  Of  these, 
64  have  been  added  during  the  last  four  year?. 
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But  while  additions  have  been  not  a  few,  the  removals  have 
also  been  many.  From  ihe  records  it  appears,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  ascertained,  that  134  have  been  dismissed  or  informally 
connected  wiih  other  churches;  and  thai  63  have,  while  mem- 
bers, been  removed  by  death;  and  that  11  have  been  excom- 
municated ;  making  our  whole  number  of  members  at  the 
present  time,  118.  Of  these,  45  are  males  and  73  females, 
and  22  are  non-residents. 

Although  this  Church  was  not,  during  the  earliest  years  of 
its  history,  favored  with  the  constant  labors  of  a  pastor ;  and, 
though  for  the  most  part  without  any  thing  more  than  occa- 
sional preaching,  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  how  regularly 
and  constantly  public  service  has  by  it  been  maintained  from 
its  very  beginnings  to  the  present  time.  It  is  interesting  to 
read  upon  the  records  such  minutes  as  the  following  : 

March  4ih,  1805.  The  church  met  at  the  house  of  John 
Ellsworth,  Esq ,  and  appointed  Dea.  Seth  Eddy,  Ashbel  Shep- 
ard,  Ephraim  Strong,  George  Risley,  William  Sanborn,  and 
Asahel  Washburn,  to  pray  in  public  religious  meetings ;  and 
Bro.  Ephriam  Strong,  clerk  of  the  Church,  to  read  the  psalms 
and  sermons  when  we  have  no  minister."  Three  years  later, 
viz.,  March  8,  1808,  it  is  recorded,  The  Church  made  new 
choice  of  persons  to  lead  in  prayer  in  public  meetings,  viz., 
Dea.  Seth  Eddy  and  Bro.  Ephraim  gtrong."  "  Sept.  8,  1808. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Church  at  Bro.  Farnham's,  in  consequence 
of  the  death  of  Bro.  Ashbel  Shepard,  Dea.  Eddy  was  chosen 
standing  moderator  of  the  Church,  and  Bro.  Strong  being 
about  to  remove  to  Connecticut,  Bro.  Aaron  Farnham  was 
chosen  clerk  in  his  room  ;  and  Bro.  Aaron  Farnham  and  Will- 
iam Sanborn  were  appointed  to  take  the  lead  in  public  worship, 
wiih  Dea.  Eddy  ;  and  Bro.  Asahel  Washburn  was  appointed  to 
read  the  psalms  and  sermons,  when  we  have  no  minister." 

From  (he  above,  it  appears  that  the  Church  never  entertained 
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the  idea  of  dispensing  with  public  worship  when  no  minister 
was  with  them.  Minister  or  no  minister,  there  must  be  public 
religious  service  every  Lord's  day  ;  and  that  there  might  be  no 
failure,  but  that  every  thing  might  be  done  decently  and  in 
order,  it  was  well  understood  who  should  from  time  to  time 
perform  the  different  parts  of  divine  service,  when  without 
preaching.  Nor  had  they  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  only,  but 
the  regular  monthly  Church  meetings  were  well  sustained,  and 
also,  in  general,  prayer  meetings  during  the  week. 

Such  a  Church,  of  course,  would  not  be  always  without 
preaching.  Such  a  people  would  use  the  means  in  their  power 
to  obtain  preaching  ,*  and  to  such,  the  great  Head  of  the  Church 
would  be  pleased  to  send,  from  time  to  time,  his  servants  to 
break  unio  them  the  bread  of  life.  Accordingly,  we  find,  ever 
and  anon,  some  notice  of  a  visit  from  a  minister  or  missionary. 
Among  the  names  of  those  occasionally  here,  previous  to  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  King,  may  be  found  the  names  of  Worcester, 
Collins,  Day,  Fitch,  Swift,  Davis,*  Carpenter,  Thompson, 
Cleaveland,  Lyman,  Kellogg  and  Smith. 

"Jan.  13,  1809.  At  a  business  meeting  of  the  Church,  Rev. 
Leonard  Worcester  in  the  chair,  Rev.  Salmon  King,  missionary 
from  Connecticut,  being  present,  the  Church  voted  that  he  be 
requested  to  sit  with,  and  give  us  his  assistance  and  advice," 
Mr.  King,  in  this  meeting,  led  in  prayer.  Some  eighteen 
months  after  this,  we  find  the  Church  taking  measures  for  Mr. 
King's  settlement  with  them  as  pastor.  A  council  for  this 
purpose  was  convened  at  the  house  of  Ashbel  Hale,  Esq.,  July 
10,  1810;  and  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  King  was  publicly 
installed  pastor  of  this  Church,  the  services  being  held  out  of 
doors,  under  a  bower  prepared  for  the  occasion,  near  the  old 
south  school  house.    Rev.  John  Waters,  a  missionary,  offered 


*The  following  is  from  the  report  of  Rev.  James  Davis  to  the  Missionary;  Society  in  1604.  After 
speaking  of  visiting  40  towns  in  this  mission,  and  preaching  127  sermons,  m  16  ^^'e/kS' he  adds  : 

"  The  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  grant  showers  of  divine  grace  upon  the  people  of  Berkshiic  and 
Greensboro'.  Prayerless  families  have  been  made  to  consider  it  their  privilege  to  offer  "P  moi- 
ning  and  evening  sacrifice,  and  immbcrs  have  Jiopcfully  been  brought  cut  of  darkness  into  God  =. 
marvelous  light." 
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the  opening  prayer  ;  Rev.  Leonard  Worcester  preached  the 
sermon ;  Rev.  John  Fitch  offered  the  installing  prayer ;  Rev. 
James  Parker  gave  the  charge  ;  Rev.  Chester  Wright  expressed 
the  fellowship  of  the  churches  ;  Rev.  Luther  Leland  offered 
the  closing  prayer. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  council  it  appears  that  Mr.  King 
had  previously  been  a  pastor  in  East  Hartford,  Ct.* 

Mr.  Iving's  pastoral  relation  continued  tl»ree  years,  six  months 
and  ten  days.  His  labors  were  in  general  acceptable  and  use- 
ful, as  much  so  as  could  be  expected  under  ihe  circumstances, 
preaching  as  ho  did  at  different  places,  for  the  most  part  alter- 
nating between  the  north  and  south  school  houses,  but  occa- 
sionally preaching  elsewhere,  there  being  as  yet  no  meeting 
house  ill  the  town. 

While  here,  Mr.  King  built,  and  for  a  time  resided  in  the 
dvvelling  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Henry  Blake. 
During  his  ministry,  eighteen  were  received  into  the  church, 
and  some  disciplinary  labor  performed.  But  like  other  minis- 
ters, he  wai>  subjected  lo  (rials,  and  on  the  25th  of  January, 
IS14,  was  convened  an  ecclesiastical  council,  by  which  the 
[•astoral  relation  between  Mr.  King  and  this  church  was  dissolv- 
ed. At  iliat  council  were  present,  Uev.  John  Fitch,  ot  Dan- 
ville, Rev.  Nathaniel  Kawson,  of  Hard  wick,  and  Rev.  Luther 
Leland,  of  Derby,  and  their  delegates.  From  the  minutes  of 
that  coui.cil,  it  appears  that  the  ostensible  reasons  of  iMr.  King's 
dismission  grew  out  of  a  want  of  a  competent  support. 

Soon  after  Mr.  King's  dismission,  viz.,  April  24,  1811,  l)ea. 
Fddy  was  again  chos(  !i  moderator,  and  Thomas  Tolmau,  Esq., 
clerk,  and  the  two  reciuested  to  select  sermo.;>  to  bp  read  on 
the  Sabhaili.  From  this  time  till  February,  1819,  the  records 
were  neatly  and  fairly  kept,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Thomas 
Tolman,  Esq.,  when  appears  the  following  minute:  "Voted, 

'  -  Mr.  Kim:  .1  ii:iti-.<-  ..f  (•..nntriiciu  ;  -la.li'at.  d  ;i;  C.Hojro,  in  1796;  stuilie<l  theology 
V.  Mil  <  liai  l.  <  r.acliM-.  <if  Soim-r-,  ua-  I'wv  yr:\i<  i.a-t:.r  at  Kasc  Ilartfuid,  bi  tore  li;'caim; 
ti.  \ .  rtn.i-.it.  .\ri<.r  k-!i\iii.!.' <ircfMi:-bi.ro',  la- wont  lu  IViin^yhaiiia,  ami  v.a-  t<'.tll<;a  a l  Warren, 
ii'.ar  ftllvcr  I.nki-. 
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that  the  resignation  of  Bro.  Tolman,  of  the  clerkship  of  the 
church,  be  accepted  ;  and  thereupon  the  brethren  proceeded,  by 
ballot,  to  the  choice  of  a  new  clerk,  when  Bro.  Ashbel  Hale 
was  declared  to  be  duly  elected.  Attest,  Thos.  Tolman,  late 
clerk:' 

From  this  time  till  September.  1825,  the  doings  of  the 
church  are  faiil/  recorded,  over  ihe  signature  of  Ashbel  Hale, 
scribe.  During  this  period  of  eleven  years  and  more,  the 
church  was  favored  wiih  only  occasional  preaching.  But  still 
the  liiile  band  held  on  their  way.  Nor  were  ihey,  during  these 
years  of  deprivation  and  toil,  without  some  special  manifesta- 
tions of  the  favor  of  the  Most  High.  Some  still  with  us,  well 
remember  that  rich  display  of  God's  power  to  save,  about  the 
year  1817,  during  which  no  fewer  than  fifty-seven  persons 
were  added  to  the  church ;  and  that,  too,  while  not  favored 
with  the  constant  labors  of  any  minister.  Godly  men  were, 
indeed,  occasionally  here.*  They  helped  as  they  could  ;  hav- 
ing charges  elsewhere,  and  duties  to  perform  in  other  fields. 
But  the  members  of  the  church  were  prayerful  and  active, 
ready  unto  every  good  word  and  work.  The  labor  done  was 
mainly  done  by  the  church,  moved  to  action  by  an  influence 
from  on  high.  That  work  was  preeminently  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  ^ 

One  powerful  instrumentality,  if  I  am  correctly  informed, 
was  that  of  Sabbath  school  instruction.  Upon  the  Sabbath 
School,  which  was  first  organized  about  three  years  prior  to 
this,  was  poured,  in  rich  measures,  the  blessing  of  Heaven.f 
Long  live  the  memory  of  the  worthy  men  who  first  brought  it 
into  being,  and  with  pious  and  humble  zeal  so  long  and  so 
successfully  labored  in  this  department  of  Christian  enterprise. 
Their  children  and  their  children's  children  shall  call  them 
blessed.    Generations  yet  unborn  shall  honor  their  memory. 

*An  aged  brothei'  mentionf!,  as  occasionally  helping  in  this  revival,  Kev.  Messrs.  (JoiWanl,. 
Willistou,  and  Waters. 

tThis  i?  suppose'!      hf"  the  first  Pnl.>hnth  School  over  nvfrnnizcd  in  Vonnont,    !^oo  Appendix. 
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But  to  return  to  the  thread  of  history.  The  church  meant 
to  be  faithful.  It  had  its  trials,  but  it  was  not  without  its  con- 
solations also.  It  had  its  dark  hours,  bu'  then,  there  were  oc- 
casionally sunny  days.  Wayward  brethren  sometimes  caused 
trouble  and  sorrow  ;  but  faithful  labor  for  their  recovery,  for  the 
most  part,  proved  successful,  and  then  there  would  be  rejoicing 
as  if  a  lost  sheep  were  found.  And  as  before  stated,  some 
ministerial  labor  was  here  bestowed.  Of  the  ministers  who, 
during  these  several  years,  preached  more  or  less  frequently  to 
this  people,  sometimes  at  the  north  school  house  and  sometimes 
at  the  south,  may  be  found  the  names  of  Hobart,  Goddard, 
Williston,  Randall,  Davis,  Lawton,  Bingham,  Low,  Clement 
Parker,  James  Parker,  Levi  Parsons,  and  perhaps  once  in  a 
great  while,  Worcester  of  Peacham,  Washburn  of  Royalton, 
Lyman  of  Brookfield,  Wright  of  Montpelier,  and  probably  oth- 
ers whose  names  have  escaped  my  notice.  Oftenest,  it  would 
seem,  were  the  people  favored  with  the  labors  of  Rev.  James 
Hobart,  who,  for  a  time,  appears  to  have  taken  a  kind  of  over- 
sight, administering  the  sacrament  once  in  three  months.  Next 
to  him,  as  to  the  frequency  of  his  visits,  perhaps  we  should 
mention  the  name  of  Goddard,  a  man  whose  praise  was  in  all 
the  churches. 

But  by  and  by  Providence  opened  the  way  for  a  regular  min- 
isterial supply.  Rev.  Kiah  Bailey,  for  many  years  the  minis- 
ter of  New  Castle,  Maine,  came  into  this  vicinity,  in  1825. 
An  invitation  was  extended  to  him,  in  September  of  that  year, 
to  become  the  regular  supply,  or  pastor  of  the  church  and  soci- 
ety in  Greensboro',  with  tlie  promise  that  the  subscription  for 
liis  support  should  amount  to,  or  exceed,  $200  annually.  This 
invitation  was,  by  him,  accepted,  and  he  at  once  entered  upon 
his  labors.  Fmm  this  period  till  March,  29,  1820,  the  re-  ords 
of  the  church  wore  kept  by  his  hand  ;  and  generally  over  the 
'signature  of  "  Kiah  Btyley,  Pastor.''  Mr.  Bayley  labored 
faithfully  and  acceptably.    It  was  during  his  ministry,  that 


25 


this  meeting  house,  the  first  ever  built  in  town,  was  erected 
and  dedicated.  Upon  the  records,  under  date  of  August  26, 
1827,  is  the  following  minute  :  "The  church  requested  their 
pastor  to  preach  the  sermon  at  the  dedication  of  the  meeting 
house,  and  appointed  Brothers  Hale,  Conant  and  Rand  a  com- 
mittee to  unite  with  the  comniiittee  of  the  parish,  or  proprie- 
tors, in  making  such  arrangements  for  the  dedication  as  they 
may  think  proper,  and  to  superintend  the  religious  transactions 
of  the  day."  Signed,  Kiah  Bayley,  Pastor.''*  After  tliig, 
the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Bayley  no  longer  appears,  but  upon 
the  church  book  is  again  found  the  hand  writing  of  Ashbel 
Halet  , 

The  Church  being  again  without  a  regular  ministerial  supply, 
we  find  upon  the  records  the  following  :  July  6,  1829.  At  a 
regular  meeting  of  the  church,  held  in  the  meeting  house,  Dea. 
Conant,  moderator,  after  prayers  as  the  monthly  concert,  voted, 
that  Ashbel  Hale  be  the  clerk  of  the  church  for  the  time  being, 
and  that  Ezekiel  Rand  and  Ashbel  Hale  assist  in  carrying  on 
the  meetings  on  the  Sabbaih,  in  the  absence  of  the  deacons." 

We  next  find  the  desk  supplied  for  a  time  by  Rev.  Lyman 
Case  ;  afier  which,  there  was  for  a  while  only  occasional  preach- 
ing, by  Rev.  E.  W.  Kellog,  Rev.  Amariah  Chandler,  Rev.  R. 
Page,  and  others,  till  about  May,  1833,  when  a[)pears  the  name 
of  Rev.  Jacob  N.  Loomis,  who  seems  to  have  acied  as  pastor 
duiiug  that  and  the  following  years. 

But  near  the  beginning  of  the  year  1835,  appears  u[on  the 
records,  as  acting  pasior,  ihe  name  of  Rev.  William  A.  Chapin. 
After  haviiiff  labored  with  this  people  for  six  years,  he  Was  pub- 
hcly  installed  as  pasior  by  an  ecclesiastical  council,  at  v\hrch 
were  present.  Rev.  James  Johnson,  of  Irnsburtf,  Kev.  E.  R. 

♦The  request  was  complied  with,  and  the  house  dedicated  by  Mr.  Bayley,  assisted  by  Mr.  Mason 
and  Mr.  Loomis,  as  remembered  by  many;  but  upon  v^hat  day,  I  cauuot  a^cjrtain. 

VMr.  Bayley  yet  lives,  and  though  for  many  years  he  has  been  unable  to  preach,  still  his 
prayers  for  th-  welfare  of  Zion  are  unc  .•a:siiig,  aud  his  pen  can  yet  speak,  and  does  otcen  and 
ahly  speak  on  various  topics,  but  especially  l^p  behalf  of  the  down  trodden  and  opproised  of  oar 
land.  . 
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Kilby,  of  Albany,  Rev.  S.  R.  Hall,  of  Craftsbury,  Rev.  Reu- 
bci.  Mason,  o(  Westfield.  Rev.  Ora  Pearson,  of  Barton,  Rev.  J. 
Clark,  of  Morgan,  and  Rev.  L.  S.  French,  of  Coventry.  The 
history  of  Bro.  Chapin's  labors  among  yon,  and  the  time  and 
circumstances  of  his  removal  from  this  to  the  Church  triumph- 
ant in  Heaven,  is  familiar  to  most  now  present,  and  need  not 
be  recited  here.  He  died  in  faith,  November  27,  1850,  aged 
about  60  years.    His  record  is  on  high.* 

Soon  your  present  minister  came  among  you,  in  weakness 
and  with  much  trembling,  and  without  any  expectation  or  in- 
tention of  any  thing  like  a  permanent  stay.  But  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  I  remain  with  you  till  this  present  lime,  having 
in  the  brief  space  of  less  than  four  years  had  the  pleasure  of 
witnessing  two  seasons  of  more  than  ordinary  religious  inter- 
est ;  of  receiving  sixty-four  members  to  the  church  ;  of  seeing 
this  sanctuary  remoddied  and  improved  ;  a  neat  and  commodi- 
ous parsonage  erected,  completed  and  paid  for;  and  a  sweet 
toned  bell  suspended  on  this  belfry. f  to  call  the  people  to  the 
house  of  God  ;  and  their  ability  and  disposition  to  devise  and  to 
do  liberal  things,  clearly  developed.    To  God  be  all  the  glory. 

The  Deacons  of  this  Church  have  been  as  follows  :  the  first 
deacon  was  Seth  Eddy,  who  was  elected  to  the  office  when  the 
church  was  first  organized.  He  was  a  man  of  faith  and  prayer, 
who  used  ihe  office  f»f  deacon  well.  After  a  protracted  season 
"f  suffering,  he  died,  rrjoicing  in  hope.  Oct.  21,  1823. 

On  the  of  Oct()h(ir,  1810,  Euhraim  Strong  v/as  chosen 
/eacon  ;  and  in  Dt'cember  following,  signified  his  acceptance 
ol  !h»;  ol^i(•(^    Scuic  time  subsequently,  he  removed  to  Silver 

^•K"'    W  liliam  .\nii-  (  Ii.i|m:'  wa»  n  native  i.f  Newport,  N.  H..  whcro  he  was  horn  Dcceniher.S. 
I,  l».    Ml- wa- Ih,-        .1  .,|  t.v.  |\,-  chililr.  ii.  all  •>!  whom  I.Lcaiuc  miuiln  r:.  of  the  ^am^;  ch.  rdi 
wall  him»,-il.    li  I- -aiil  that  111  CO,.!.!  r.  |M  at  ihi-  A  s.iiii.lv'<  -liorlcr  .  attchi.-m  hi  for,-  he  had. 
It  aii.»-.»  I.I  r.  a.l.    \t  th  - a;..  •  I  tui  in.v  >,ai-.:a  h,  cum.- a  Mil.j,  1 1  of  r.  iu-u iiiK  j-racc,  and  ^oon 

a»  .  r  f'  |.oi,  i,,,,.,:  a  imi.i-t,  i  of  tli.  t;or|.t-l.    Jl-  lo,  k  hi»  culk-KiiUe  Cour^e  at  Darl- 

m.  .Mil.    It.  I-  i.      wa-  ••  iih.l  ill  t  iali.-h^.i.\ ,  «  h,  re  hi^-  niuainid  t  w  «l\ e  i  ear.- ;  duriii;;  w  hich 
i.n,.  .«..>  tt.  r.  a.l.U  .li..  h.  ihuicli.    I laMi.^  u-la  d  and  i- »  i  n  .-d  Jl  di-niij.>ioh  from  Cratisbury, 
' ».   ,  .i:n.  I'.  «.r,  •  i.  '.(.r..  .  ..i„i  hi  i.  Iini-h.  d  his  ,  ai  ili;\  e.  in.-.  ,  ju.-i  ati<  r  ilu  c  -nimn.C;  m.  nt  of  a 
pr.  r...  .«  r.  »\<  r  u  'i  • .'.  I.,  jjri  aM.s  r.  joie,  d,  and  in  the  niiu.-i  ol  uhi-.h  Uxa  \>aitin«  sr.iril  took 

II' ..pwird  l.if  ,i-.    111- «l  J  a-,  wa   »   i.  i.Mii 

ri  be  I  Brs..i  aj..  \-.a.  hull  lu  ihc  .uuiiuei  ol  Iti:.   Tbi;  bai  \^ai  i  iocuicd  aud  suspcn-kd  in  thi 
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Lake,  Pa.,  where  he  resided  for  some  time.  He  is  now  sup- 
posed to  be  living  in  Hudson,  Ohio.  On  the  27th  of  Sept., 
1817,  Aaron  Farnham  and  William  Conant  were  elected  dea- 
cons. Dea.  Farnham,  in  June,  1821,  removed  his  relation  from 
this  to  the  church  in  Hardwick.  Dea.  Conant,  having  been,  on 
the  18ih  of  June,  1823,  publicly  ordained,  remains  with  us  to 
this  day.  Dea.  Conant,  having  held  the  office  alone  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  on  the  14ih  of  February,  1828,  Bro.  Frederick 
Ellsworth  was  chosen  to  serve  with  him.  Dea,  Ellsworth,  after 
a  few  years  of  acceptable  service,  removed  to  the  far  west; 
leaving  Dea.  Conant  again  to  serve  alone.  But  in  Oct.,  1834, 
Col.  Samuel  Baker  was  duly  elected  ;  since  which  time,  a  pe- 
riod of  more  than  twenty  years,  Dea.  Conant  and  Dea.  Baker 
have  been  the  deacons  of  this  church. 

Thus  have  we  taken  a  bird's  eye  glance  at  the  history  of 
this  branch  of  Zion,  during  the  fifty  years  this  day  closing. 
More  facts  of  an  interesting  character,  we  would  gladly  have 
mentioned,  but  for  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  that  accuracy  of 
knowledge  concerning  them  which  seems  desirable,  and  for  the 
want  of  time.  Gladly  would  we  go  back,  and,  as  it  were,  live 
over  again  those  precious  revival  seasons,  and  especially  those 
of  the  six  highly  favored  years, — years  of  the  right  hand  of 
the  Most  High.''  long  to  be  remembered.  *'  Tell  ye  your  chil- 
dren of  them,  and  let  your  children  tell  their  children,  and  their 
children  another  generation."  Nor  should  we  forget  to  men- 
tion, and  with  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  that 
from  this  favored  spot,  from  time  to  time,  have  gone  forth  mis- 
sionaries of  the  cross,  to  labor  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
had  hitherto  dwelt  in  the  midst  of  pagan  darkness.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  describe  the  meetings  and  scenes  connected 
with  their  departure  ;  but  for  this,  our  proposed  limits  will  not 
suffice  us.  Ask  thy  fathers  and  they  will  show  thee,  thy  el- 
ders, and  they  will  tell  thee."' 
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In  conclnsioii,  observe,  how  ohariging  and  transitory  are  the 
things  «'f  Karili  !  Wfiai  now  of  ihose  who  a  century  ago 
roamed  throngh  tliese  forests,  and  deem*  d  this  soil  their  own  ? 
Lona;  since  have  iliey  d isa[)peared,  and  ilieir  sntioky  wigwams 
are  seen  no  mc^re  forever.  They  and  theirs  are  lost  in  oblivion, 
never  more  to  be  known  among  the  sons  of  men.  But  we  may 
ask  again  :  \\  hat  of  ihe  noble  adventurers,  deemed  the  fathers 
and  mothers  of  our  town,  who  fiist  began  lo  clear  these  forests, 
and  to  erect  liere  the  habitations  of  civilized  life?  Their  chil- 
dren — and  of  them  but  very  few, — remain  lo  tell  of  those 
times  ;  but  the  parents,  young  und  vigorous  though  in  those 
days  they  were,  havp  for  the  most  part  long  since  disappeared, 
and  are  known  only  in  the  memory  of  those  deemed  tlie  old 
and  gray  headed  among  ns. 

And  of  the  many  Godly  men  Avho  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  sent  in  hiilier  by  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  to  break 
to  this  people  the  bread  of  life  ;  call  to  mind,  as  best  you  can, 
their  names,  and  inquire,  "  Those  fathers,  where  are  they?" — 
Where  are  now  Sparhawk,  Strong,  Worcester,  Day,  Fitch, 
Swift,  Carpenter,  Thompson,  Cleveland,  Kellogg,  Smith,  King, 
Waters,  Wright,  Leiand,  Collins,  Rawson,  the  Parkers,  Wash- 
burn, Lyman,  Davis,  Lawton,  Bray,  Bingham,  Williston,  God- 
dard,  and  the  beloved  Levi  Parsons,  and  others  whose  names 
perhaps  have  escaped  our  notice,  remembered  by  those  now 
deemed  the  oki(^rs  among  us  ;  where  now  are  those  men 
of  God  r  Their  memory  lives,  but  we  see  them  not  again  on 
earth.  And  if  you  come  down  to  later  times,  where  now  are 
Mason,  Kilby  and  Ohapin  ?  (ionc  forever  from  the  scenes  of 
earth, — :;one,  we  doubt  not,  to  a  more  exalted  sphere  of  being 
and  of  action.  Hayloy  and  Ilobart  still  live.  Their  barks, 
though  shattered,  still  float  upnn  the  sea  of  time  ;  whilst  those 
who  began  with  them  the  voyage  of  life,  have,  one  after  anoth- 
'  er,  sunk  beneath  the  uave?.  They  too.  with  others  who  have 
ministered  here,  must  soon  leave  the  scenes  of  earth,  and  fol- 
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low  those  who  have  gone  before  to  worlds  unseen.  Thus 
changeful  and  transitory  are  all  things  temporal. 

Take  up  now  and  view,  for  a  moment,  the  catalogue  of  this 
church.  Oh,  what  a  tale  does  it  tell,  of  the  instability  of  the 
things  that  are  beneath  the  sun !  Of  the  twenty-one  per- 
sons, of  whom  this  church  was  at  first  composed,  who  now 
remains  save  one  highly  esteemed  mother  in  Israel,  Mary 
Gates?*  Or,  of  the  forty  whose  names  were  upon  the 
church  list  at  the  close  of  the  year  1805,  whoss  name  remains 
save  Mary  Gates  alone?  If  now  we  proceed  with  our  church 
catalogue,  and  add  to  the  names  already  pronounced,  those  re- 
ceived during  the  succeeding  five  years  ;  as  we  call  the  roll, 
Peggy  Sherman,  Samuel  Wheelock,  Betsey  Wheelock,  Patty 
Huntington,  Thomas  Tolman,  Mary  Ring,  Mosely  Clark,  Par- 
thena  Cl.irk,  Betsey  Conant,  Dorothy  Washburn,  Elizabeth 
Cook,  Achsah  Tolman,  Semantha  Tolman,  James  Blanchard, 
Seba  Stimson,  Roxanna  Tolman,  Jemima  Ring,  Dorothy 
Page,  Jane  Cook,  Mary  Farwell,  Augusta  Stone,  Harriet  Ells- 
worth, Abigail  Chamberlain  and  Mabel  Ford, — 24  in  number  ; 
— not  one  remains  to  answer  to  the  roll  call,  save  Betsey  Co- 
nant alone.  True,  a  few  others  may  still  live  ;  but  if  they  live, 
they  are  not  here.  She  alone  of  the  twenty-four,  is  with  us  ; 
and  of  the  74  who  became  members  of  this  church  during  the 
first  ten  years  of  its  existence,  none  now  remain,  save  Mary 
Gates  Babbitt  and  Betsey  Conant. 

Shall  we  now  proceed  for  the  period  of  another  five  years  ? 
Eliza  Cook,  Lucretia  Cook,  Philobe  Stimson,  Paul  Mingo, 
Ruth  Mingo,  Eliphalet  Sanborn,  Anna  Mitchel,  William  Con- 
ant, Mary  Cowls,  James  Rollins,  David  Ring,  Elisha  Brown, 
Betsey  Babcock,  Nancy  Sanborn,  Anna  Cate,  Adolphus  Morse, 
Lois  Tolman,  Ruth  Conant,  Dorothy  Porter  and  Esther  Cutler, 
twenty  in  all ;  three  only  remain  to  answer  to  their  names, 
viz  :  Eliza  Cook,  Lincoln  ;  Dorothy  Porter  and  William  Conant. 

*The  elder  Mrs.  Babbitt. 
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Read  again  for  1816,  Sylvia  Blake,  Joanna  F.  Brown,  Patty 
Cowles,  Bethiah  Huntington  and  Anna  Waugh  ;  every  one  gone. 

If  thus  I  should  proceed  and  pronounce  the  names  of  the 
fifty-seven,  who  became  members  during  the  year  1817,  we 
should  find  that  fifty-one  are  no  longer  with  us.  Only  six  of 
the  fifty-seven  remain  to  answer,  "here  ami  while  many 
are  nuii)bered  wiih  the  dead. 

Similar  is  the  fact  with  regard  to  most  of  the  years  of  a 
much  later  date.  Comparatively  few  are  the  names  upon  the 
church  catalogue,  written  previous  to  the  year  1850,  not  mark- 
ed, excommunicated,  dismissed  or  dead.  And  even  since  that 
date,  several  have  ceased  to  be  members  with  us  here,  and 
some  have  gone,  we  trust,  to  join  the  General  Assembly  and 
Church  of  the  First  Born,  in  Heaven.  Thus  pass  away 
those  of  whom  society  on  earth  is  composed.  And  thus  pass 
the  members  of  our  churches,  from  place  to  place  on  earth, 
and  anon  from  earth  to  worlds  invisible — the  greater  part,  we 
trust,  "  to  fairer  worlds  on  high." 

Thus  much  of  the  past.  And  now  what  of  the  future? 
To  the  first  half  century  of  the  existence  of  this  church  we 
now  bid  a  solemn  Farewell.  Upon  the  second  we  this  day 
enter,  but  who  of  us  shall  live  to  see  its  end  ?  Ere  it  has  half 
elapsed,  these  fathers  and  mothers,  yea  and  most  of  those  com- 
paratively young,  shall  have  gone  hence  to  try  the  realities  of 
the  eternal  state.  Fifty  years  hence,  and  another  generation 
will  inherit  here,  and  none,  save  perhaps  here  and  there  one, 
of  those  now  in  the  morning  of  life,  but  who  shall  then  be  old, 
will  live  to  rehearse  to  those  younger  in  years,  some  of  the 
transactions  of  the  present  day,  as  we  now  speak  of  those  of 
a  half  century  ago.  And  then,  what  shall  be  the  moral  and 
religious  character  of  the  generations  yet  to  come  r  How  im- 
portant the  inquiry  !  But  the  answer  depends,  at  least,  in  a 
liigh  degree,  upon  the  faithfulness  or  unfaithfulness,  of  the  men 
and  women  of  the  present  time.    What  probably  would  have 
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been  the  present  condition  of  society  in  Greensboro',  but  for 
the  piety,  prayers  and  labors,  of  those  who  lived  here  fifty  years 
and  more  ago  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  us  that  this  soil  was  early  con- 
secrated to  God,  that  morning  and  evening  sacrifice  was  offered 
in  the  log  cabins  of  our  fathers,  that  they  revered  and  loved 
the  God  that  made  them,  kept  holy  His  sabbaths,  and  wor- 
shipped at  His  footstool  ?  And  is  it  nothing  to  the  coming 
generations  whether  those  of  the  present  day  are  faithful  or 
unfaithful,  virtuous  or  vicious,  devout  or  profane  ?  Who  shall 
say  that  the  future  character  of  those  who  may  inhabit  here, 
does  not  depend  much  upon  the  character,  the  faithfulness,  the 
prayers  and  deeds,  of  the  men  and  women  of  the  present  day  ? 
Will  then  those  who  are  now  upon  the  stage,  act  with  reference 
to  the  welfare  of  generations  yet  unborn  ?  As  you  have  so 
freely  received,  see  that  ye  as  freely  give.  Transmit  to  future 
generations  the  rich  blessings  which  your  fathers  have  trans- 
mitted to  you.  May  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel  here  be 
ever  sustained.  Here  may  the  Church  of  Christ  never  cease 
to  be  as  a  city  set  upon  a  hill.  Here  may  her  members  ever 
let  their  light  shine.  Here  may  thousands  be  born  to  glory, 
and  here  may  there  ever  be  a  people  holy  unto  the  Lord, 
delighting  in  his  fear  and  service. 

Long  live  this  branch  of  Zion.  Upon  it  may  showers  of  sal- 
vation oft  descend  in  rich  effusions.  May  there  be  ever  and  anon 
a  lengthening  of  her  cords  and  a  strengthening  of  her  stakes, 
until  the  day  of  the  final  appearing  of  her  Great  Head  ;  may 
she  shine  "fair  as  the  moon,  dear  as  the  sun,  comely  as  Jeru- 
salem, and  (to  her  enemies)  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners." 
And  from  her  ranks  may  thousands,  having  finished  their  course 
on  earth,  ascend  to  join  the  company  of  the  redeemed  in  Hea- 
ven, and  with  them  unite  in  ascribing  "glory  and  honor,  thanks- 
giving and  power,  to  Him  that  sitteih  on  the  Throne,  and  to 
the  Lamb,  forever  and  ever.''  Amen. 


APPENDIX. 


The  following  miscellaneous  matter,  furnished  by  different 
individuals,  is  thought  to  be  worth  preserving  : 


Merchants,  Mechanics  and  Frofessional  Men  of  Greensboro'. 

Merckants.^The  first  were  Aehbel  Hala  and  Ephraim  Strong,  who,  about  the  close  of  the  last 
centarj,  brought  into  the  place  a  large  Btock  of  goods  and  commenced  trade  in  a  large  bed  room 
in  the  house  of  Judge  Stanley.  In  1800,  they  built  the  large  house  now  known  as  the  Ellaworth 
bouse,  and  fitted  up  the  aooth-west  corner  for  a  store,  in  which  they  did  business  two  or  three 
years,  when  they  removed  into  the  large  store,  wliich  they  had  just  completed,  a  little  below  the 
house,  and  much  nearer  the  road.  About  the  year  1805,  Mr.  Hale  letired  to  his  farm,  and  Mr. 
Strong  continued  trade  alone  for  a  few  years,  a  pan  of  which  time,  in  his  absence,  the  business 
Was  carried  on  for  him  by  Mr.  Peter  Brown.  That  store  has  since  been  removed  to  the  north  roar 
of  the  house,  and  has  recently  been  occupied  as  a  furniture  and  chair  shop.  Next,  as  a  merchant, 
came  Mr.  Joseph  Chapman,  who  first  traded  in  what  was  called  the  mill  house,  which  stood  be- 
tween where  is  now  the  house  of  Mr.  Samuel  Ingalls  and  the  grist  mill.  But  in  1807,  he  built  a 
store  near  where  is  now  the  Howard  house,  in  which  he  traded  till  1813,  when  he  was  succeeded 
in  the  eame  stve  by  Thomas  Tolman,  Jr.  After  Mr.  Tolman,  the  Chapman  store  was  occupied 
by  Geo.  A.  Morey  ;  next  by  Richard  Hill  and  Bela  Chapman  ;  next  by  Richard  Hill ;  and  next  by 
Elias  Stanley,  who  commenced  trade  in  1818.  About  thi?  time,  or  a  little  previous,  Seba  Slimson 
traded  for  a  while  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  near  where  now  lives  Mr.  James  McLaren.  At 
length,  John  T.  Ewen erected  a  store  on  the  ground  where  now  stands  the  store  ot  L.  F.  Water- 
man, in  which,  in  1625,  he  commenced  trade  as  clerk  for  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Hardwick  street.  In 
1827,  Levi  Stevens,  Elijah  Austin,  and  Reuben  Storrs  commenced  trade  in  the  same  store,  and 
traded  till  1830,  when  Andrew  Hapgood  leased  the  store,  and  employed  Mr,  Storrs  about  one  year  ; 
after  which  Storrs  &  Langdon,  having  made  some  additions  to  the  building,  occupied  it  about  two 
months,  when,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1831,  the  store,  with  all  its  extensive  stock  of  goods,  together 
with  the  Town  Records  which  were  kept  in  the  building,  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

While  Mr.  Hapgood  was  trading  in  the  store  above  mentioned,  he  erected  a  splendid  and  capa- 
cious  store  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream,  where  is  now  the  store  of  Babbitt  t  Stimson,  in  whicli, 
in  the  spring  of  1831,  he  commenced  trade.  But  soon  his  health  failed,  and  ho  sold  to  Abncr  Beard 
and  F.  A.  Man'son,  who  continued  business  for  a  time, and  then  closed  up.  Soon  after  the  burning 
of  the  store  of  Storrs  &  Langdon,  another  good  store  building  was  erected  on  the  same  ground,  in 
which  C.  W.  and  R.  Storrs  commenced  trade.  After  a  time,  C.  W.  Storra  sold  out  his  interest  to 
L.  F.  Waterman,  and  business  wae  carried  on  by  Storra  &  Waterman,  and  afterwards  by  J<.  F  Wn. 
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tcrm.in  4c  Co.,  and  since  in  Uic  same  store  l>y  L,  F.  Waterman,  Waterman  &  Williams,  li.  F.  Wa- 
terman, John  A  s^awycr  <St  Co.,  and  L.  F.  Wnlcrnian,  and  is  now  carried  on  by  Waterman  &  Aycrs. 

The  Hapgood  stoic,  having  stood  for  soiuc  time  unoccupied,  wos,  in  1838,  puiciiased  by  A.  C. 
Rabbitt  and  W.  T.  Gleascn,  with  a  view  to  open  it  lor  trade.  They  had  made  Fome  improvements, 
and  were  just  about  to  fill  it  with  goods,  when,  on  the  Gth  of  Dec-  raber,  1838,  our  village  was  again 
visited  with  a  conflagration.  The  firo,  which  originated  in  the  oat  mill  of  Col.  Levi  Stevens,  which 
stood  near  where  in  now  the  starcli  factory,  spread  every  way  and  raged  furiously,  till  it  consumed 
k-cvcn  or  eight  buildings,  one  of  which  was  llic  store  above  mentioned.  Tiiere  was  no  insurance 
on  any  of  the  buildings,  and  the  loss  was  greatly  felt  by  the  sufferers. 

Some  years  after  this,  A.  W.  Williams  and  Samuel  Ingalls  opened  a  store  in  the  east  end  of  what 
was  called  the  Ewcn  house,  in  tin  part  of  the  building  formerly  called  the  bnr-room.  In  that  store 
lliey  were  afterwards  succeeded  by  A.  C.  Bs^bbitt.  About  this  time,  i.  e.,  in  the  summer  of  1851, 
Mr.  IngalU  built  another  capacious  store,  on  the  corner  where  formcily  stood  the  Hapgood  store, 
and  the  same  autumn  business  was  commenced  in  it  by  himself  and  J.  A.  Sawyer,  who,  in  the 
spring  of  1853,  sold  out  to  A.  C.  Babbitt  and  Hamilton  Stimson,  by  whom  it  la  occupied  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Mills,  4'c. — The  first  saw-mill  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  stream,  at  the  same  dam  where  the 
grisl-mill  now  is.  But  it  was  soon  removed  down  the  stream,  and  rebuilt  on  the  north  side,  near 
where  is  now  the  starch  factory.  On  the  south  side,  at  the  same  dam,  about  the  year  180^  Col. 
Asahel  Washburn  erected  clothing  works,  in  which  he  carried  on  the  cloth  dressing  business,  till 
about  the  year  1820,  when,  on  leaving  town,  he  let  the  establishment  to  Percival  &  Stimson,  who 
carried  on  the  business  about  two  years,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Dan  and  Jabez  Pinncy, 
and  was  kept  in  operation  by  Jabez  Pinney  until  within  a  few  years.  The  building  has  since  been 
used  by  John  Gilman  for  a  trip  hammer  shop;  and  more  recenrly,  first  by  Orrin  Davis,  and  at  pres. 
cnt  by  Samuel  Dow,  as  a  sash  and  blind  factory.  The  first  grist-mill,  built  by  Stanley,  occui)ied 
pretty  nearly  the  same  ground  where  the  grist-mill,  owned  by  Col.  Stevens,  now  is,  which  is  the 
second  mill  on  the  same  spot,  already  old,  and  should  soon  be  succeeded  by  a  third  and  better.  At 
an  early  period,  Dea.  Farnham  built  a  grist-mill  near  where  Capt.  Hill  now  lives,  which  for  many 
years  did  a  good  business  ;  afterwards  owned  by  Seba  Stimson  and  Capt.  Hill.  It  has  long  since 
been  sufTered  to  go  to  decay.  lu  1804,  Eli  Austin  set  in  operation  the  first  carding  machine  ever 
run  in  Greensboro",  and  indeed  within  the  present  limits  of  this  County,  in  the  building  now  used 
for  a  wheelwright  shop.  He  continued  the  business  till  1810,  when  he  sold  to  Col.  Stevens,  after 
•.vhich  it  was  carried  on  by  Col.  Stevens,  then  by  Stevens  &.  Cutler,  then  by  Nathan  Cutler,  and 
hist  by  Nalhor.  Cutler  and  David  Howard,  upon  whose  decease  that  business  was  discontinued, 

.^ffc/rawif  J.— Joseph  Stanley  wa^  the  first  blacksmith.  His  shop  stood  between  where  are  now  the 
grist-mill  and  shoe  "hop.  Also,  at  on  early  date,  Mr.  Jacob  Babbitt  carried  on  blacksmilhing  in 
Iho  north  |>art  of  the  town,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  John  Aiken.  In  the  village,  since  .Mi. 
Stanley,  ihori-havo  been  repeated  changes  in  that  branch  of  business,  in  which  have  been  engaged 
surccsrivrly,  Eli  Austin,  David  King,  Elijah  Austin,  Oils  E.  Freeman,  John  Rannoy,  Otis  E. 
Freeman,  John  Gilman,  U  illiam  H.  Cutting,  and  at  present  Jesso  C.  Cochran. 

In  the  boot  iind  shoe  business,  have  been  engaged,  at  different  periods,  Richard  B.  Ewcn,  Aaron 
llill,  C.ihpcr  Pi'-  .  Noah  L.  Patridgo,  Moscly  Clark,  Samuel  Sabin,  and  J.  N.  Hutchins. 

Tlio  first  wh.  cl.vright  was  Jotl  Stinuon,  who,  abouithe  year  1&2'},  commenced  in  the  lower stciy 
..I  the  carding  machine  building,  in  which  the  wheelwright  busin'  ss  has  since  been  carried  on  by 
Naili.in  Cutler,  .Nathan  Culler  a:id  Duvid  E  Howard,  David  E.  Howard,  Howard  and  J.  O.CulIrr. 
I  O.  Ciller,  J  O.  Cutler  an.'.  \V.  F.  Howard,  and  now  by  Cushman  4t  Co. 

Juit  IH-I..W  il...  buiMinj  ori-inolly  u.ed  lor  cloth  drossin,',  and  recenth  for  other  i.urpn<os,  u|.o.. 
II.  •  .  .m.  .idc  of  the  Mrram,  about  ll.c  year  ISJI,  a  tannery  was  built  by  R.  B.  Ewcn,  whi.  h  ho  ini 
,1  lill  l.-j^,  Pine,.  u:.i.  I,  |.mr  il  h.iH  boon  worked  by  W.-ch.i  &  Foster,  Cbarle...  (  !ark.  and  r- 
.-...U  I.Y  W.:.,.in,  VV...  U     Al.n-,,  ,|„.  vrr,  I--    .„         f..„ndry  w.i,  built  .nd  ,  „.  m  oprration 
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lut  cjdliug  stovcB,  holluw  wai  c,  (kc,  by  Edmund  Freeman  and  E.  lictiiiClt.  Tlio  cslabli^iiiiiiciit  waii 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  great  conflagration  of  December,  1838,  with  the  store,  shoo  aliop,  oat  mill, 
«Iiy  house,  and  one  dwelling,  &c.  Of  tailors,  saddlcre,  joiners,  and  other  mechanics,  of  which 
there  has  been  at  different  times  quite  a  number,  no  account  is  furnished. 

"  racemcri.— First,  Timothy  Stanley  ;  next.  Dr.  Huntington,  where  Dea,  Baker  now  lives  ;  then 
R.  B.  EwoD,  where  Col.  Stevens  now  lives  ;  then  Col.  Stevens  Sl  Son,  in  the  Caspian  House, 
which  was  built  in  1833;  then  J.  G.  Stanley,  where  Mr.  Austin  now  lives  ;  next,  J.  N.  Stevens,  in 
the  Caspian  House,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  B.  S.  Wilson. 

Professiomd  Men. — Of  Lawyers,  the  first  remembered  is  Moses  Chase,  who  was  here  in  1799  ; 

afterwards,  Joseph  C.  Bradley  ;  and  later,  S.  F.  Taylor,  Huntoon ,  Luke  P.  Poland,  and  last, 

Ebcnezer  C.  Randall,  who  died  suddenly  at  Montpelier  while  there  as  Representative,  in  1850. 
The  first  physician  who  ever  acted  professionally  in  town,  was  Dr.  \Vm.  Scott,  in  the  family  of 
Ashbel  Shepard,  in  March,  1790.  But  of  those  who  have  resided  here,  are  remembered  as  the 
more  important.  Dr.  Samuel  Huntington,  Dr.  Thompson,  Dr.  Moses  Hibbard,  Dr.  Edward  Clark, 
who  died  July  15,  1842,  Dr.  Dearborn,  Dr.  J.  WheeIo'*k,  and  at  present  Dr.  tfumner  Pu'nam,  who 
commenced  practice  here  in  the  spring  of  1844. 

II. 

The  following  was  written  by  our  aged  friend.  Col.  Asahel  Washburn,  and  published  in  lU'i  Vt. 
Chronicle  of  August  10,  1849.  It  is  presumed  that  many  will  be  interested  in  reading  it,  even  in 
years  still  future  : 

Sabbath  Schools  in  Orleans  County. — Their  origin  and  early 

history. 

Messrs.  Bishop  &  Tract  :— It  is  always  pleasant  to  review  the  dealings  of  Providence  with  us, 
and  his  blessing  upon  Christian  effort,  especially  when  that  effort  has  been  connected  with  the 
good  of  children  and  youth.  In  looking  back  upon  a  long  life,  I  am  led  to  exclaim,  "  A  word  f.lly 
spoken  is  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver."  I  allude  here  to  a  question  proposed  more  than 
half  a  century  ago,  in  an  assembly  of  ministers  of  Christ  in  the  State  of  Counecticui,  (most  of 
whom  I  trust  arc  now  in  Heaven,)  and  related  to  me  by  one  of  its  members.  The  question  was 
this,  What  shall  we  do  to  be  more  useful ."'  and  the  answer,  ''Do  more  for  children  and  youth." 
The  question  and  reply  were  set  home  to  my  heart,  and  followed  me  for  many  years  with  their  in- 
fluence on  my  thoughts  and  actions.  In  removing  from  a  more  favored  pait  of  New  England,  where 
gospel  privileges  were  fully  enjoyed,  into  the  town  of  Greensboro',  in  the  noith  part  of  Vermont, 
which  was  then  comparatively  a  wilderness,  .ind  where  the  preached  Gospel  was  seldom  enjoyed, 
the  question  came  home  with  more  solemn  emphasis,  "  What  can  I  do  here  for  the  young  and 
rising  generation  ?''  I  would  hero  state  an  interesting  incident  previous  to  the  first  settlement  of 
this  town.  Two  men  *  exploring  this  wilderness,  one  of  whomf  afterwards  emigrated  with  his 
family  thither,  knelt  upon  tlie  soil  and  prayed  most  earnestly  that  the  town  might  be  sclth  d  by  a 
moral  and  religious  people.  The  event  .«howed  in  a  great  measure  the  answer  to  their  prayer?.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  first  settlers  were  professedly  pious  ;  among  whom  were  three  liberally  ed- 
ucated, moral,  and  two  of  them  pious  men.J  With  these  and  others  I  frequently  conversed  on  the 
great  subject  which  lay  near  my  heart.   Having  at  the  time  never  heard  oT  Sabbath  Schools,  our 

♦Ministers. 

fThomas  Tolman,  Esq.,  in  early  life  a  minister,  and  for  a  time  pastor  of  the  cburi-h  in  Cornwall, 
Vt. 

^E.  Tolman,  Esq.,  Ashbel  Hale,  Esq.,  and  Doa.  Ephraim  Strong 


•1  ,1  cUcr;  v...»  u>  liui,.  Iiou-c  lo  house,  uitli  mir  cliililriMi,  tu  y.iuy  wiih  ilioin  an;l  msliucl  tlitiii 
ill  Ilio  Assembly's  t!;ili)Lliisin.  Tliis  course  was  continued  for  tuo  years  or  more.  At  length,  oik- 
I, rot  her,  alluding  to  my  (iesirc^  to  benefit  tiic  young,  gaiJ,  "  rerhaps  we  have  stood  in  this  brother's 
w.iy  too  long,  wo  will  try  lo  holp  him."  At  tiiis  time  an  influent  i\  sister  in  the  church,  who  had 
not  previoubly  cngugcd  with  us  in  the  work,  led  her  ciiildren  to  iny  house  on  the  Sabbath  evening, 
rcijuesting  mo  to  instruct  them  as  I  did  my  own  children.  Fr(  m  this  period  we  date  the  com- 
mencement of  a  Sal)batli  School ;  for  on  the  next  Sabbath,  in  consequence  of  information  given 
iliat  instruction  in  the  ecriplures  and  catechism  would  bo  given  publicly,  the  children  came  in  like 

overflowing  stream.  This  was  in  June,  1814.  The  books  which  were  committed  to  memory 
were,  the  Biblo,  various  hymns,  the  Assembly's  shorter  catechism,  and  Watts',  Wilbur's,  and  Em- 
urion's  catechisms.  Ono  of  the  educated  men  before  alluded  to,*  engaged  in  the  Sabbath  School 
with  much  interest.  While  hearing  his  class  recite  in  the  Assembly's  Catechism,  on  repeating  the 
([ucstion,  "  What  doih  eveiy  tin  dcecrvc.^"  he  was  so  much  LfTectPd  he  could  not  finish  heaiing 
the  class,  and  shortly  after  obtained  hope  in  Christ.  At  the  time  to  which  I  allude,  the  wilderness 
state  of  the  country  was  so  great  that  three  bears  wore  hunted  and  killed  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
school  iiousc  in  which  our  first  Sabbath  Schools  were  held.  Yet  the  bears  were  not  sent  to  devour 
tbo  children,  for  it  is  a  remarkable  I'acl  that  for  four  or  five  years  after  the  first  establishment  of  our 
Sabbath  School^  containing  more  than  five  hundred  children,  no  death  occurred  among  the  scholars. 
We  were  much  assiited  in  our  cff'orts,  by  tho  Hartford  (Conn.)  Auxiliaiy  Bible  Society,  the  liamp« 
»hiro  County  (Mas*.)  Missionary  Society,  by  Major  Edward  Hooker,  Farmington,  Conn.,  and  Mr. 
Andrews,  book  hinder,  Hartford,  Conn.,  ia  donations  of  books,  &c.  We  formed  a  Sabbath  School 
Union  o(  eight  different  towns  in  the  vicinity,  and  held  frequent  examinations  of  tho  schools.  At 
ono  of  tho  first  of  these  general  examinations,  in  a  large  barn  fitted  up  for  the  occasion,  whero 
were  present  more  than  four  hundred  youth  and  children,  the  spirit  of  tiie  Lord  began  to  move  on 
iho  minds  of  the  assembled  ycuth,  and  it  was  followed  by  a  powerful  revival  of  religion.  It  is  an 
interesting  fact,  that  of  those  families  who  had  zealously  labored  in  the  Sabbath  School,  many, 
and  in  some  instances  all  the  members  were  sharers  in  the  work  j  and  as  some  of  the  first  fruits, 
fifty-three  were  addod  to  the  church  in  Greensboro',  in  one  year.  The  work  spread  more  or  less 
into  all  the  towns  belonging  to  our  Union.  At  this  time  there  were  no  ministers  in  these  towns. 
From  thoso  associated  in  the  first  Sabbath  School  in  Greensboro',  nine  missionaries  have  been 
sent  to  the  heathen,  and  eight  other  ministers  have  been  raised  up,  who  arc  now  laboring  in  our 
own  land.t  In  tho  Sabbath  School  Union  formed  in  the  vicinity,  was  formed  a  mite  society,  for  tho 
benefit  of  tho  heathen  children  ;  for  which  object  liberal  contributions  were  made.  I  look  upon 
this  fact,  and  tthcrs  connected  with  it,  as  evidence  of  tho  maturity  of  our  system  at  that  early  day, 
cvinrins  that  it  originated  from  God,  and  received  his  divine  apjirobation. 

And  now  I  would  say  that  though  I  have  oficn  been  tired  in  the  Sabbath  School,  I  have  never 
been  tired  of  it,  and  I  would  exhoit  ihoso  on  whom  tho  burden  now  rests,  to  be  faithful  in  this 
good  work,  knowing  that  gieal  will  bo  their  rcwaru  in  heaven.  In  view  of  the  spread  of  this 
blessed  work  and  the  happy  and  gloiious  results  which  have  followed,  I  would  say  with  good  old 
t'imcon,  "Lord  now  Icttcst  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salva- 
tion." S£NEX. 

•Aihbcl  Halo.  Ctfj. 

•ProbuMy  refi-rrin;;  to  Uev.  William  Chamberlain,  Measrf.  John  C.  Ellsworth  and  Frederick 
F.lUworth  ami  ihrir  wivrs.  MisH  llurricl  Ellsworth,  and  Miss  Lucinda  Washburn,  all  sent  to  tho 
t.'hcrokfci,  and  Mr".  Ward,  late  of  ilir  Tcylon  mission,  and  Rev.  William  Walker,  ordained  a 
iniisionary  to  Wi  i-t  Alricn,  at  (i.ernsboro',  Sept.  1,  1811.  The  eight  ministers  mentioned  as  la- 
l.nnnc  m  iliis  roiiniiy,  wck>,  priii)al)ly,  U  iv.  .M.irvin  (Jrow,  and  Ucv.  AKkn  F.  Uailey,  Baptists: 
U»-v.  1'..  J.  Scott,  iir.il  Hrv.  Jolin  Foslor,  F.piscopal  Mcthodtsts ;  Bcv.  Orango  Scott,  Rev.  Ephraini 
Hcolt,  iiiid  Kcv.  S.imuel  i;.  Scott,  n'csUyann  ;  and  Rev.  Asaliel  Washburn,  Cn^rrcrralionalist.— 
,  Itcv.  Uriidli  y  i.'ui  Icr,  consre;.'aiionalisi,  was  born  here,  but  it  ia  tLoushl  he  was  not  a  member  of 
ihiiichool.  Rev.  Schuyler  Cliamherlain,  niethotliKt,  then  a  lad,  loll  town  about  the  time  the 
.'-'chool  wQi  organized.    Out  was  not  Rev.  Nathan  W.  Scott  a  member  ^ 
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isabbath  School  initruclion,  then,  it  would  leem,  wu  ialrodoced  into  thii  MCtioa  oulici  thu 
anywhere  else  in  Vormonl,  and  tome  have  lupposed  earlier  than  anywhere  el««  io  New  EaglaBd. 
It  baa  been  lUted  that  the  fint  Sabbath  School  wai  in  Middleborj.  Bat  that  waa  net  coaneaced 
11111815.  The  one  in  Greeniboro'  began  in  1814.  Bat  were  there  no  Babbatk  Selio«ii  ia  New 
England  previona  to  1814 1  Mil.  Kiah  Bayley,  in  her  memoir,  (the  Pilgrim  of  ninety  yean,)  apeaki 
of  Sabbath  ScbooU  at  New  Caa tie,  Maine,  ai  early  as  the  year  1806. 


III. 


Names  of  penonB  regarded  as  members  of  the  Congregation- 
al Chnrch  in  Greensboro',  January  1,  1866. 


Relief  Alden. 

B. 

Mary  G.  Babbitt, 
Eliaha  Babbitt, 
Sally  Babbitt, 
Ancil  C.  BabUtt, 
Sarah  P.  Babbitt, 
Dea.  Samael  Baker, 
Marinda  Baker, 
John  W.  H.  Baker, 
Ileary  Blake, 
Joyce  F.  Blake, 
Mary  Blake, 
George  W.  Blake, 
William  W.  Blake, 
Hortensia  F.  Blako, 
Franklin  Blake, 
Either  H.  Blake, 
Sylvia  A.  Blake, 
Bertha  E.  Blake, 
Fanny  Bailey, 
Mary  W.  Bayley, 
Aima  Blanehard,* 
Hazen  M.  Bingham,* 
Leonora  Bingham.* 

c. 

Dea.  William  Conant, 
Betsey  Conant, 
Ebenezer  T.  Conant, 
Mary  J.  Conant,  , 
Mary  £.  Conant, 
Benjamin  Comings, 
Mary  H.  Comings, 
Ann  C.  Comings, 
Samuel  H.  Comings, 
Joseph  Claik, 
Clarissa  Clark, 
Caroline  H.  Clark, 
Charles  Cook, 
Caroline  IL  Cook, 
Betsie  P.  Cook, 
John  B.  Cook. 


Sarah  O.  Cbapin,* 
Lucy  J.  Chapia.* 
Jane  E.  Chapia,* 
John  O.  Ckari*,* 
Romanos  K.  Crane, 
Asenah  P.  Craaa, 
Hannah  B.  Curtis, 
Grace  C.  Catting. 

D. 

Ilaaaah  Uowe.* 
E. 

John  C.  Ellsworth, 
Elixa  Ellsworth, 
Oliver  W.  Ellsworth, 
Amanda  Ellsworth, 
Charles  Ellsworth,* 
Alexander  £sden, 
Isabella  Esdeu. 

Charles  B.  Field, 
Maioe  C.  Field, 
Charles  Field, 
Caroline  Field, 
Martha  FauUs. 

Q. 

Koriah  Glines, 
Joseph  A.  Goodrich, 
Octavia  A.  Goodrich. 

H. 

Ashbel  Hale, 
Patience  Hale, 
Josiah  Hale, 
Betsey  P.  Hale, 
George  W.  Hale, 
Ellen  S.  Hale, 
Abigail  Huntington, 
Ellen  S.  Huntington, 
Eunice  C.  Huntington,* 
Eliza  W.  C.  Hutchins, 
James  W.  Haskell, 
Harriet  N.  Haskell, 


WUbor  F.  Howard,* 
Rabecca  T.  Howard.* 

K. 

Nathan  Keniston , 
Abigail  A.  Keniston , 
Elliot  F.  Keniston. 

L. 

ArU  Little, 
Eliza  Cook  Lincoln, 
George  C.  Lincoln,* 
William  W.  Lincoln, 
Maria  T.  Lineala, 
Albert  E.  Liacala. 

M. 

Bottoy  J.  Merey,* 
Ephraim  L.  Milan,* 
Mary  M.  Mann,* 
Mattkaw  Marshall, 
Marion  6.  Marshall. 

N.. 

William  M.  Nisbett, 
Elizabeth  M.  Nisbett, 
Charles  C.  Noyes, 
Diana  L.  Noyes. 

P. 

Dorothy  L.  Porter, 
John  L.  Porter, 
Mary  J.  Porter. 

R. 

—  Rollins, 
Maria  Ring,* 
Folly  Rand,* 
Saiah  A. Randall, 
Mariam  G.  Randall.* 

S. 

Lucy  Stanley, 
Anna  Scott,* 
Eleazer  Scott, 
Olive  Scott, 
Josiah  N.  Stevens, 
Rozana  H.  Sterens, 


ll.n.Mt.Mi  M.in.-i.M. 

A!ii;:iiii  ("I.  Siiir-..,! 
■rhcm;i3  Smiili, 
l.ydia  Simili, 
\iincy  K.  Sloiic 

^  .Noriresidciil-! 


\l.|-,ul  'i'oliu.irl, 

'Ic  iiry  i^.  TolTiiai:, 


\v 

ill  I'.  \\  ii.^i.iu  ■ 

J.>;,M  r.  Wallace, 
J:. lie  O.  Wall  ICC, 
Timolliy  VVaikci,' 
Ai.iU.  Wrigl.t.* 


IV. 

Communion. 

'I'lio  liOnl'a  !?uppcr  i-;  nilmiiiislorcd  quarterly,  viz  :  on  llie  fust  .Saiihaili  in  Marcli,  June,  !Soi>lcni 
l)or,  ond  December.  This  Church  is  accustomed  to  invito  U)  ils  communion  all  persons  who  arc  in 
food  and  regular  standing  in  other  Evangelical  Churches. 

Candidates  I'orndmission  to  this  Church  are,  in  ordinary  rases,  ienuircd  lo  stand  propoundcil,  ai 
least  one  woek  previous  to  iheir  heing  received. 

The  conditions  of  membership  arc,  good  moral  character,  salisfactory  evidence  of  true  piety, 
and  n  cheerful  assent  to  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  the  Covenant. 

Members  of  the  Churcli  are  not  to  be  tolerated  in  absenting  themselves  from  iho  Communion 
without  manifest  necessity. 

Members  of  this  Church, on  removing  to  another  place,  are  required,  in  ordinary  cases,  to  remove 
I  heir  relation  to  some  Church  in  t!ie  vicinity  of  their  residence  j  or,  if  tiicte  is  no  Church  near 
\  here  they  live  and  with  wiiich  they  can  unite,  liicy  arc  expected  to  leporl  themselves  frequently 
to  this  Church,  (at  least  once  a  year,)  and  not  to  do  so  is  regarded  as  a  breach  of  that  covenant  in 
wiiich  they  promise  to  sub-nit  themselves  to  the  watcli  and  discipline  of  Christ's  Church  on  earth. 

Lxccpl  for  tho  more  public  and  scandalous  ofTenscs,  members  of  tliis  Church  can  l,e  excommu- 
nicated only  as  the  result  of  tho  regular  procesH  of  disciplinary  labor,  the  leading  rules  of  which 
ari!  ^i-  cn  by  onr  Savior,  as  recort'cd  in  Matiht:\v,  It'th  chapter,  15,  l(j,  and  17lh  verses.  [Sec  Rules 
ij  OoviTKmcnt  and  Didcinltnc,  adopted  bij  this  Church  at  the  lime  of  its  or!jani:ation  :  Church  Ric- 

nh;  vol.  I.  V'J!rc3.] 


V. 

Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant. 


(ONrr.ssioN  of  faith. 

\i>tiiLk  1  Wo  itolicvr-  thai  l!i<  n  i<  tnc  (Jo<l,  iind  one  .  l!ie  Cn.iiit,  IV .  sen  c .  unl  l>i> 
(•o*cf  of  all  world*  and  bci:igi  ;  w  ho  is  pt.>scs^i(l  of  t\(  ly  |icifi  <  li.ni,  bol!i  natural  oiiti  niinal.  whirl« 
.  an  rcnilor  hini  tlio  t'bjCiM  of  !iupri  intj  lo\(',  nnn;><:iM  >l  conlul  'mi-  jikI  r'  llL'iiMi-.  \s  o,  -hip. 

\iir.  'J.  Wt;  bclKVi- ll.il  (mmI  cxirl-i  III  lliicc  pr-rjon.',  ihsii.iL'uishci!  Iiy  liic  names  ol  iho  l\i 
>hv.'r,  .'^oii,        II  liy  (•Itu^.t  or  llol)  Spiiil. 

,\i.T.  'J.  Wc  beliovo  thai  lh<;  floods  of  tho  Old  anJ  .Nov.-  'J  cgtamcnts  >\  ■  ro  given  by  inspiration 
.•f  GoJ,  and  thai  ihcy  contoin  a  compkto  by.  tcin  of  faith,  and  n  pcrlort  ruio  of  life  for  mankind. 
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Amt.  4.  We  beUere  that  mankind  are  by  natare  onemies  to  a  holy  God,  and  entiiely  destitate 
of  that  holiness  which  his  law  requires,  and  that  they  will  continoe  in  this  state  until  renewed  by 
the  mighty  power  of  God. 

Art.  5.  We  believe  that  mankind  as  sinners  &re  justly  exposed  to  endless  misery,  froHi  whieh 
no  goodness  of  theirs  is  sufficient  to  save  them  ;  and  therefore  if  any  are  saved,  it  must  be  by  the 
free,  unmeiited  grace  of  God. 

Art.  6.  We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  has  made  an  atonement  for  sin  sufficient  for  any  who 
coidially  receive  and  trust  in  him  as  their  Savior,  and  that  God  has  engaged  by  a  gracioas  promise 
to  save  all  such  persons. 

Art.  7.  We  believe  that  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are  sacrameats  designed  for  the 
uie  and  improvement  of  all  professing  Christians,  to  the  end  of  the  wftld. 

Art.  8.  We  believe  that  Christians  ought  to  associate  together  in  a  Church  form,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  the  oidinances  of  the  Gospel  regularly  admiaistered,  and  for  watching  over  each 
other  in  love,  for  their  perfecting  in  holiness. 

Art.  9.  Finally,  we  believe  that  there  will  be  a  Besarrection,  of  the  just  and  of  the  najast ; 
and  that  there  will  be  a  day  of  Judgment,  ia  which  all  must  give  an  account  of  the  deeds  done  in 
the  body  ;  and  that  the  RighteoQs  will  enter  Life  Eternal,  and  the  wicked  will  go  away  into  Evei- 
lasting  Punishment. 

Do  you  tinu  Mieve  1 

THE  COVENANT. 

Yoo  do  aew,  in  the  presence  of  God,  the  holy  angels,  and  this  assembly,  avouch  the  Lord  Jeho- 
vah, Father,  Boa,  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  your  God  ;  choosing  God  the  Father  for  your  father,  God 
the  Sob  for  your  almighty  intercessor  and  redeemer,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost  for  your  sancttfier 
and  comforter.  You  deeply  lament  the  corruption  of  your  own  heart,  and  all  your  past  transgres- 
sions, and  humbly  rest  upon  (he  righteousness  of  Christ  alone  for  paidon  of  your  sins,  and  accept- 
ance with  God.  You  sincerely  take  God's  word  to  be  ihe  only  rule  of  your  faith  and  practice,  and* 
do  promise  by  the  assistance  of  his  grace  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  your  Savior  ia  all  things  i 
that  yon  will  be  meek  and  gentle  towards  your  enemies,  kind  to  your  neighbors,  honest  in  your 
deMagg,  and  benevolent  to  all  mankind ;  that  you  will  exercise  no  biiternesb  in  the  families  in 
which  you  may  live  ;  that  you  will  daily  maintain  secret  piayer  ;  that  yon  will  reverence  the  holy 
Sabbath,  and  live  in  a  strict  attendance  on  all  the  oidinances  and  worship  of  God's  house. 
Yon  further  solemnly  promise  that  (whenever  you  shall  be  at  the  head  of  a  family,)  you  will 
maintain  social  prayer,  morning  and  evening,  with  your  family;  and  that  you  will  give  to  those 
who  are,  or  may  be  committed  to  your  care,  a  religious  education.  You  further  promise  that  you 
will  constantly  watch  over  the  membets  of  the  Church,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of 
Christ's  house  }  and  that  you  will  cheerfully  submit  to  the  same,  "  lest  you  suffer  sin  upon  a  broth- 
er." You  also  promise  that  in  all  things  respecting  inwaid  exercises  of  heart,  and  holiness  of  life, 
you  will  pattern  after  Jesus  Christ,  the  great  example  of  his  people  j  praying  always  that  God  will 
work  in  you  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  to  whom  bo 
glory  forever.  Amen. 

Do  yon  thus  covenant  and  engage  t 

(The  ordinance  of  Baptism  may  here  be  administered,  and  the  members  of  the  Church  arise.) 

FORM  OF  ADMISSION. 

As  you  have  now  professed  your  faith  in  Christ,  and  made  a  solemn  covenant  with  God  and  this 
Church,  we  the  members  of  this  Church  do  cordially  receive  you  to  our  communion,  acknowledg- 
ing you  to  be  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  general  and  of  this  branch  of  it  in  particular,  an-l 
hence  entitled  to  its  privileges.    We  welcome  you  to  this  fellowship  with  us  in  the  blesslDgs  of  the 
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gospel  ;  and  on  our  part  engage  to  watch  OA  cr  you,  and  seek  your  edification,  us  long  as  you  shall 
continue  among  ua.  Should  you  have  occasion  to  remove,  it  will  bo  your  liuty  ♦  seek,  and  ours 
to  grant,  a  recommendation  to  another  Church  ;  for  hereafter  you  cannot  withdraw  from  the  watcii 
and  communion  of  the  saints  without  a  breach  of  covenant.  And  now,  beloved  in  the  Lord,  let  1 1 
bo  impressed  upon  your  minds  that  you  have  entered  into  solemn  obligations  from  which  you  can 
not  escape.  Wherever  you  go,  these  vows  will  be  upon  you.  They  will  follow  you  to  the  bar  of 
God.  You  can  never  again  be  at  you  have  been.  You  have  unalterably  committed  yourselves,  and 
henceforth  you  must  be  the  servants  of  God.  Hereafter  the  eyes  of  the  world  will  be  upon  you  ; 
and  as  you  demean  yourselves,  so  religioni  will  be  honored  or  disgraced.  If  you  walk  worthy  of 
jour  pfofession,  you  will  b^  aigredit  lOid  a  copqfort  to  ua ;  but  if  otherwise,  it  will  be  an  occasion 
of  grief  and_ reproach.^  "  Hit,  belove4i  we  art  persuaded  better  things  of  you,  and  things  which 
accompany  salvation,  though  wo  thus  speak."  May  the  Lord  guide  and  preserve  you  till  death. 
tiDd  at  last  receive  70U  and  us  to  that  blessed  woild  wheie  our  love  and  joy  shall  be  forever  per- 
fect. Amen. 
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